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Dine out at one of over 200 participating restaurants on Thursday, April 24, and а portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to The Aliveness Project. Help support this agency that serves people living with HIV/AIDS. 
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making sure the big day 
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Our Government 
Relations team 
led the legislative 
effort to bring 
marriage equality 
to Minnesota. 


Now let our Family Law team 
help you with prenuptials, 
divorce, custody, and other 
family law matters. 


% MESSERLI & KRAMER 
Attorneys at Law 


Minneapolis (612) 672-3600 | St. Paul (651) 228-9757 | Plymouth (763) 548-7900 www.messerlikramer.com 


THEBRIDAL EVENT 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4 & SATURDAY, APRIL 5 IOAM-6PM * 10 — 6 
2 DAYS ONLY — BEST PRICING OF THE YEAR! 


* View collections from 12 of the top bridal designers 

* Interest-free financing available 

* Gift with qualifying purchase — Manny5 Gift Card — 
ranging from $100-$200 

* Complimentary valet parking in the Young Quinlan Building 

* Enjoy refreshments & snacks while you shop 

* Register to win amazing lower level dugout section 
Twins baseball tickets 


99 
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9ТН & NICOLLET MINNEAPOLIS | 612-338-5950 | JBHUDSON.COM 
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Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


Тһе University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed НТУ+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


Were forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 


The Evolution of Weddings 


Prom Catering tax returns! 
$50 joint return reviews 
Prom Center Cowles Conservatory Tartan Park We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
Oakdale Minneapolis Lake Elmo have looked like if you filed jointly. 


Loring Park 
Community Center 
Minneapolis 


Phalen Golf Course Como Golf Course R 


Saint Paul Saint Paul 


Theodore Wirth 
Golden Valley (Minneapolis) 


Columbia Manor 
Minneapolis 


Professionals 
For over 70 years, Prom Catering has provided the best in delicious, dependable wedding fare. 


Whether at our main facility, one of our venues, or a place of your choosing, Prom Catering 


Une ME ATONE 4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
comp iments your specia! day w ith LUE: St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


651.501.8191 | promcatering.com р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 
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ou + RB Honda = 
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For special pricing, 
contact me directly, 
Jessica Moehlman 


General Sales Manager 


400 W. 78th Street | Richfield, MN | 612.866.8832 | www.rbhonda.com 
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| Foreclosure | жігі Ди 
Типе into Stephanie Miller раке таи Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 
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When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with _ 
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that’s move-in ready. 


At U.S. Bank, it’s our priority to make the mortgage loan process easy. 
Our Mortgage Loan Originators are helpful and our rates are low. So whether you’re shopping for a first home 
or a dream home, trust U.S. Bank to do the heavy lifting. Put our strength and stability to work for you today. 
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À Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and 
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process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
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from American Family. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Style, Lifestyle, and Identity 


I confessed that I don't pay much attention to what's fashionable ог 
stylish a few issues ago, which was unfair of me. It's easier to say that 
I don't pay attention to style than it is to explain how I pay attention 
to style. I notice people first, and what they're presenting, second. 
Labels don't get on my radar unless I'm seeing the person attached to 
them; this person designed this piece. Accessories register as punc- 
tuation in a person's paragraph. Shoes make them taller or unstable 
or sturdy or reflective. A jacket too short for the suitcoat beneath it 
makes the person appear a little scattered or unaware. 

What a person is wearing only registers with me when it is made 
significant by the person wearing it. 

In the GLBTQ community, A butch presents differently than a 
femme, but nothing presented allows for assumptions to be made 
because everyone is allowed to selfidentify. Jewelry оп men means 
nothing significant in this day and age, whereas some of it used to 
indicate membership in this community, both stereotypically and ac- 
curately. Punk hair colors and tattoos might mean a person is queer, 
or just a fan of the look. Colors of leather and latex and hankies (and 
the Pride flags that go with them) can indicate where someone falls 
in different groups according to preferences and kink involvement. 
Beards and bellies on men, and their different ages and sizes, can sig- 
nify bears, cubs, otters, and the like. Dykes on Bikes might include 
lesbians as well as transgender people. 

When is something considered style and when is it a symbol of 
belonging to a subculture? 

Back in 2002, I pulled a book off a shelf at what was probably a Pa- 
tina or Bibelot book section; it looks more gifty than book-like: The Art 
and Power of Being a Lady by Noelle Cleary and Dini Von Mueffling. 
At the time, I believe I was fundraising for orphans and was probably 
interested in tearing it apart with my Women's & Gender Studies major 
that had been getting dusty on the shelf since graduating from college 
three years earlier. The word "lady" had never been associated with 
*power" in my vernacular. Furthermore, I was constructed to find it 
absurd to want to buy what looked to be a self-help book about becom- 
ing a lady, let alone an powerful lady. Would I have to wear pink? Are 
pantyhose a requirement? Just what did this club require? 

As it turns out, I bought the book. It has stayed on my shelf for 
every move I've made and it's on my table as I write this piece, propped 
open to the chapter on style. The book is more progressive than I had 
imagined, basing itself on such a throwback term as "lady." Despite 
moving away from gender norms, boxes, and stereotypes, it puts the 
power in my hands to determine where I'd like to fit in as a woman. 
And, "lady" is somewhat open to interpretation even though the whole 
book is based on the word; I find that one could substitute “gentle- 
man" or just plain *decent human being" throughout the piece as it 
talks about manners and how we treat each other. What's stuck with 
me the most through the years is its discussion of style, though. Every 
lady has style, but it doesn't all look the same. Classics are chosen over 
trend, though trend can be incorporated. Overdressing for an occasion 
is preferred to underdressing as it gives the host the benefit of the 
doubt that the event should be held in higher esteem than erring to- 
ward too casual of an approach. A lady has a "trademark" piece or look 


that can always be expected of her (mine is probably a dark-framed pair 
of glasses, likely accompanied by Aveda blonde hair). Lastly, the best 
accessory is confidence, which is echoed by the sentiments of our style 
subjects in this issue, Richard, Ben, and Mayda. 

Do I want to be a lady? Oh, let me tell you, that's open for debate 
on any given day. Do I want to be a decent human being? Every damn 
day. So, it's about the nuances between what is style and what is life- 
style. Style might be more about how we appear, lifestyle is likely 
more about how we conduct our affairs and lives. “Lifestyle” is a load- 
ed term in this community as being gay, lesbian, bi, trans, or queer 
has been perverted into being a "lifestyle choice" by the people who 
seek to marginalize this group. But, what about lifestyle in its pure, 
unadulterated form? Can "lifestyle" be reclaimed as something that is 
empowering, just like "lady" has been? 

It's something to note that there are two instances in this issue that 
refer to “passing” in the transgender community. I've heard that it was 
atopic mentioned during Q&A with Janet Mock at the Macalester Col- 
lege SPEAK! function (Lavender Lens, page 16), that things might be 
easier for Mock since she "passes" so well as a beautiful woman. Then, 
Ellie Krug refers to “passing” as something that occurred to her, but 
never would have occurred to her as being something that could hap- 
pen, in her column called *Oasis" (Skirting the Issues, page 58). When 
you consider that transitioning from one sexual identity to another, 
much has to do with appearance and style, and, likely, lifestyle. 

Whereas it all starts so simple with an issue on Spring & Sum- 
mer Style, it all branches into a tall and wide tree or arbor in a forest 
of diversity. The issue can be as simple or complex as we want it to 
be-it’s all self defined. Or, it should be...though we can all agree that 
plenty of judgment and snap assumptions are made based on how we 
present ourselves. 

Rather than answer many questions, I'm left with an abundance. 
Where do you see yourself in this conversation? Do you fall into a 
category of style that matches your lifestyle? Do you reject the terms 
“lady,” “gentleman,” or "lifestyle?" Are you a person who shows your 
pride in your culture by wearing your colors? Did you pierce your 
right ear back in the '805 to specifically indicate that you belonged 
to this community? Do you split lesbians into “butch” and “femme?” 
Do you have a trademark accessory that you always include? I’m in- 
terested. Please share with me at editor@lavendermagazine.com. I 
would very much appreciate it. B 


With you and with style, 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: 


Ij wessenu а KRAMER 
Thursday, May 1 
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FREE 


Melting Pot 
80 5. 9th Street е Minneapolis 
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Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
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Prime Timers MSP, Twin Cities Pride, 
North Country Bears 
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Roya Moltaji, CFP*, ChFC®, CASL™ 


Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor" designation 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 


301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 

www financialstrategies.metlife.com 
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Escape to the wilderness without leaving anything behind. 
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VOYAGEUR HOUSEBOATS 


INTEGRITY EXPERIENCE RESULTS 
JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW. 


Over 20 Years Ebenence in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. 5. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | ВУ Е.В. BOATNER 


Bill 1062: 
"Controversial Anti-Gay" 
or "Pro Religious Freedom"? 


At this writing, Arizona governor Jan Brewer has vetoed State 
Senate Bill 1062, a piece of legislation supposedly designed to add 
protection for the religious freedom of individuals and businesses 
by allowing them to refuse service to gays. Or, whoever they as- 
sumed to be gay. 

As much as one wants to celebrate, to believe 1062 was just an- 
other bubble rising from the boiling cauldron of fundamentalist in- 
tolerance, now dissipated, it is not that simple. Hold your huzzahs. 

Waiting in the wings is Pennsylvania State Representative Gordon 
Denlinger (R) who intends to introduce his own gay discrimination 
bill, and Texas governor Rick Perry, poised to battle U.S. District 
Judge Orlando Garcia's ruling, mere hours before Brewer's veto, 
that the Texas ban on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional. 

Тће root of the legislation was not-as the legislators insisted-con- 
stituents' religious freedom, but the unleashing of intolerance. Spe- 
cifically, 1062 targeted gays, but it was so broadly, fuzzily worded that 
it would have bled back into embracing every other prejudice this 
country has worked so hard and long to extirpate. 

If a restaurant server can use "religious freedom" to refuse a gay 
couple service (are all same-sex couples dining together gay?), a 


Muslim restaurant owner could refuse service to unveiled women; 
Catholics refuse Baptists who do not believe in transubstantiation; 
white servers refuse blacks at their lunch counters. 

In the end, 1062 was overturned not because it was, in Jon Stew- 
art's words, ^morally repugnant", but rather as New Yorker columnist 
Andy Borowitz explained, because Arizonans confronted "the awk- 
ward realization that gays buy stuff." 

None of those claiming their religious rights are being trampled 
acknowledges that large numbers of GLBT individuals also frequent 
churches, temples, or mosques, and many churches of their own 
faiths now embrace openly gay clergy. Do the Arizona, Texas, and 
Pennsylvania lawmakers truly believe that people of faith are threat- 
ening their own religious beliefs? 

Bigotry is bigotry, continuing to work throughout our country 
in its Hydra-headed forms: sexual, religious, racial. In February, 
three Ole Miss students put a noose around a statue of James Mer- 
edith-their university's first black student whose enrollment in 1962 
precipitated riots. America has by no means eradicated racism: the 
anti-gays are just gearing up, using “endangered religious freedom" 
as their battle cry. ш 
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“OURDOLLARS CONSULTOR"... Here | am. I'm 
coming for the job. What should | do? 
“NOTRECONSULTANTDOLLARDS"... Me voici. 
Je viens pour l'emploi. Que dois-je faire? 


them to us. 
Tu dois saisir les économies des gens et 
nous les acheminer. 
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They come looking for a job with little to no 
training. Get out! 

Ils se cherchent du travail avec de moins en 

moins de formation professionnelle. Dehors! 


That's how we earn a living. Do you feel 
remorse? Yes, | do... 
On vit ainsi. Aurais-tu des remords de 
conscience? Oui. 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)...| BY BARRY LEAVITT 


AMY & FREDDY LIVE 
April 19 • 7pm 
Camp Cabaret • 490 N. Robert St., St. Paul 


This season marks Amy & Freddy's 15th anniversary performing together, and they're back in Minnesota! Based in Chicago, music and 
comedy legends Amy Armstrong and Freddy Allen have graced the stages coast-to-coast, both large and small, and in over 20 countries with 
their one-ofa-kind wit and musical prowess. They have had the pleasure of opening and sharing the spotlight with some familiar (and some 
not so familiar) names including Kathy Griffin, Mary Wilson and the Supremes, Phyllis Diller, Bea Arthur, Jennifer Holiday and Judy Gold 
to name a few. In 2009, Amy & Freddy were featured on national television on Entertainment Tonight as part of their work with the NBC 
reality show "America's Got Talent." They remain dedicated to their community involvement having presented numerous charity concerts 
over the years, raising over $15 million for GLBT charities worldwide. Tickets are $21.43 or $31.78 and can be purchased at www.brownpap- 


ertickets.com/event/616987 
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BOWLING 
FOR BOOBIES 
АТ MIDWAY 

PRO BOWL 


FEBRUARY 9, 2014 


X Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


POONIES AT 
PATRICK'S CABARET 


MARCH 1, 2014 


Photo’ by Sophia Hantzes А 
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JANET MOCK AT 
MACALESTER COLLEGE 


MARCH 4, 2014 


8TH ANNUAL 
TRANSGENDER 
COMMISSION 
SPRING BACK AT 
THE U OFM 


MARCH 5, 2014 


b. 
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HRC BOWLING FOR 
EQUALITY AT PARK 
TAVERN 


MARCH 2, 2014 
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‘Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer ** Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


Minnesota's New Wine Destination 
РТУ. iue мо 1а. НІН жі йт. C. SAR тт т пити ~ ka 
WA A MA 
ое А АРАА ~ La 
~ 4 >A м 


Ste SS ) 
VAR АР hn Ж ы 
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Now - April 19th 


15%-40% Off 


АП 2600 Wines in Stock 


^ |! 
Wine Reg 
Ste Michelle Chardonnay 2012 13.99 
Ste Michelle Riesling 2012 13.99 
Columbia Winery Cabernet Sauv ‘09 14.99 
Tarima Monastrell 2012 (90pts Tanzer) 9.99 
Tintonegro Malbec 2012 (90pts Parker) 11.99 
Jadot Beaujolais Villages 2011 13.99 
St. Francis Old Vine Zinfandel 2011 23.99 
Matchbook Tinto Rey ‘09 (91pts Parker) 15.99 
Marietta Old Vine Red #60 14.99 
Chamisal Unoaked Chardonnay 2012 14.99 
Las Claras Ribera del Duero ‘11 (93 RP) 21.99 
Bargemone Rose Provence 2013 18.99 
Barahonda Bar Monastrell‘11 (92 RP) 16.99 
Karolyi Gruner Veltliner 2012 13.99 
Two Angels Petite Sirah 2008 29.99 91pts Parker 
Buehler Napa Cabernet Sauvignon 27.99 Reg. 22.99 
Black Box 3L Bag in Box (all types) 23.99 
La Crema Pinot Noir Son Coast 25.49 Sale 
Mumm Napa Brut, “M” & Brut Rose 19.99 $ 1 797 


Plus Thousands Моге!!! 


www.sorellawines.com 
1010 S. Washington Avenue, 612-339-4040 


Huge, Free 


Wine Tastings 
Over 25 Wines Each 
5:30 - 7:30 P.M. 
Friday, April 4th 
Thursday, Apr 10th 
Check Website 

For Details 


Tikal Malbec 


“Natural” 
2011 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Music and Muscles 


Photo courtesy of Call for Justice 


If there's one evening in April to keep open, it's April 10th when the 
rising stars—and adorable hunks—of the string quartet Well-Strung 
perform at the Illusion Theater as the highlight of a fundraiser for Call 
for Justice, LLC. 

Maybe you've never heard of Well-Strung. If that's the case, this will 
be your chance to see and hear something incredibly unique—the clas- 
sical music of Mozart and Vivaldi mixed with the pop of Kelly Clarkson 
and Lady Gaga. 

Yes, that's different. But it works all so well. 

I stumbled onto Well-Strung last September on what was the final 
performance of their summer-long run in Provincetown on Cape Cod. I 
knew nothing about the group, but their moniker was enough reason to 
ante up for a ticket. What followed was a performance that kept me grin- 
ning for an hour and wanting to share the experience with my friends 
back home in the Twin Cities. 

As good as their music is, "the boys" aren't bad on the eyes, either. 
My sweet dears Edmund (Bagnell), Chris (Marchant), Daniel (Shevlin) 
and Trevor (Wadleigh) are buff and built; their bows aren't the only 
things that flex when they play. 

If it sounds like I’m swooning, it's because I am. 

This will be Well-Strung’s Minneapolis premiere. We're catching them 
on the upswing, too—the quartet recently completed a European tour 
where they were hailed as “absolutely amazing" by BBC Radio host Jo 
Good after their on-air performance. More recently, the quartet appeared 
on the Today Show. They're booking out months in advance and criss- 
crossing the country as they build upon a reputation for superb music and 
delightful audience banter. 

In case that’s not enough incentive, Well-Strung’s visit to Minneapo- 
lis is for a good cause. Call for Justice, LLC, a small Twin Cities nonprofit 
that works to connect low-income people with legal resources, is hosting 
the group for its first-ever fundraiser. 

Each year, tens of thousands of people—mothers trying to protect 
their children, families wanting safe apartments, persons fleeing abu- 
sive relationships—find themselves in need of legal assistance. All too 
often, there are too few resources to help. 

Call for Justice (“C4J”) helps make the legal system more respon- 
sive. It does this in part by creating collaborations which connect people 
with lawyers. Thus, C4J was instrumental in helping two Minneapolis 
law firms “adopt” the Jeremiah Program, which works to end intergen- 
erational poverty in women and children. 

C4J also trains United Way 2-1-1 Information and Referral on how to 
make better targeted legal referrals. YouTube views of those training 
videos (available to anyone at www.callforjustice.org) just surpassed the 
15,000 mark (that’s a 1,234% increase in views in the last seven months). 

So why not listen to some great music, view some wonderful musi- 
cians, and do some good in the world? 

Circle April 10 on your calendar. Doors at the Illusion open at 6 p.m. 
for cocktails (cash bar); seating for the program will begin at 6:45. 

See you there! B 
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ЕВЕЕ LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


Q Family Law / Divorce Q Criminal Defense 
Q Child Support Q Business & Civil Litigation 
О Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


|| Randall S$: Johnson” (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
=a [i Sa | Ss = Е=а 


YOUR WEDDING.YOUR WAY  * 


: (и 2765 


| T LNT ?0/, 
n E ЕМ корш 
Our staff of experts are waiting to custom AED your Le event. 


April 25 e. 6:00 PM *Full On-Site Cat tering Ser ervice *Online Reservations. One complimentary 
E Е " * Variety of Menu Choi Py iy Cd Case st олар Бынан. айы ы gius 
Drink Specials е Free Appetizers е 20% Off Tickets ‘Linens, China, Silver Place Settings * Group discount on Hotel 20 room pick-up. 


The Cowles Center for Dance & The Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
For tickets, call 612-206-3600 or visit www;sballet.org 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department + 1.800. WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 


Code Word: LAVENDER 25. entres dnbie РЕМИ Ж 
eclectic "n 
With Weekly Guest Appearances 


Lounges PSP 


$2 you call ц & domesiic boilles from 9-Прт 
М ras & domestic бое from ||-сјозе 

$5 са! drinks from I close 

#5 небо shols from O-clase 

90€ mk ond maich roll ond oysters from Q-midnigfi 
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Le бе Theater 
ak The Cowes Center 


LAVENDER NIGHT: FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 6-8 pm 
Drink Specials * Free Appetizers * 2096 off tickets 


TICKETS: JSBALLET.ORG 
COWLES CENTER CALL 612.206.3600 


FOR DANCE & THE PERFORMING CODE WORD: LAVENDER 


Др, 25 - May 4 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Scarecrow and His Servant. Photo by Dan Norman 


was hailed as the great ‘women’s 
director’, so you are bound to hear 
fascinating comments from Isabella 
Rosellini, Harriet Anderson (a Berg- 
man regular player), Laura Dern, 
Holly Hunter, and Pernilla August 
who played the nanny in Bergman’s 
last and greatest theatrical feature, 
Fanny and Alexander. 


MSP INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL: 
GLBT OFFERINGS 

Through Apr. 19 

St. Anthony Main Theater, 115 Main St., Mpls. 
(612) 331-4724 


This year you can expect some fascinating GLBT-centered films 
and finally, the internet and electronic media are really and truly 
scrutinized. Long overdue but how nice that it’s happening. JnReal- 
Life looks into both GLBT issues and internet omnisicience. Land 
of Storms from Hungary is a hot and steamy but serious look at the 
love between a soccer player and two young masculine rural men. 
In Tom at the Farm from France a man is shut out of the grieving 
process when the man he loves dies. The Dog fleshes out that very 
sensational true story dramatized in the classic ’70s film, Dog Day 
Afternoon, in which a bank robbery occurred in the service of 
financing a sex change operation. 

Web Junkie examines the possibility of internet addiction as 
a clinical disorder. Google & the World Brain warns of Google 
Corporation’s dubious quest to scan every book on the planet. 
Though he was not queer, Ingmar Bergman’s films broke ground 
in the realm of gender and sexuality. The documentary, Trespass- 
ing Bergman, contains interviews with some superlative directors: 
Michael Haneke, Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, Yimou Zhang, 
Alexander Payne, Woody Allen, Francis Ford Coppola, Lars Von 
Trier, Ang Lee, and Claire Denis. Of course, in his time, Bergman 


NAKED DARROW 
Through Apr. 12 

Illusion Theater 

528 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 339-4944 

www. illusiontheater.org 


Clarence Darrow (1857-1938) 
looms as a forerunner of modern 
progressive movements. Gay his- 
tory knows him for his controversial 
defense of child killers, Leopold 
and Loeb, two young wealthy 
male lovers of wealth who brutally 
killed a boy for pure sport. He also 
defended American Railway Union 
leader Eugene Debs. Of course, 
Darrow is best known for the 
Scopes ‘Monkey’ Trial in Tennes- 
see where he defended the right to 
teach Darwin’s theory of evolution. 

Actor/writer Gary Anderson 
will reprise his acclaimed solo play, 
which recently played Off-Broad- 
way. The Illusion run of Naked Dar- 
row will have various performances 
that will be followed by panels of 
legal experts to talk about the Dar- 
row legacy. Two of the big issues 
the piece deals with are racism and 
the death penalty. So if those are is- 
sues important to you, you will find 
Naked Darrow and its panels to be a 
solid historical reference regarding 
those issues. And it's always good 
to get a historical perspective in our 
time of now, now, now! 


THE SCARECROW AND 
HIS SERVANT 

Through Apr. 6 

Children's Theatre 

2400 Third Av. S., Mpls. 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


You may know Philip Pullman 
for His Dark Materials books 
and The Golden Compass which 
was made into a popular Nicole 
Kidman-Daniel Craig film. However, 
his lesser known, but still beloved 
book, The Scarecrow and His 
Servant, has been adapted into a ter- 


rific stage production by the Twin 
Cities' most successful playwright, 
Jeffrey Hatcher. And if you think 
I’m overstating that, just have a look 
sometime at how many Hatcher 
plays are parts of theater seasons 
throughout the English-speaking 
world and you'll get my point. 

Hatcher's version, directed by 
Peter Brosius with stage move- 
ment by Brian Sostek, emanates 
the commedia dell’ arte style of 
stock characters from traveling 
acting troupes of Old Europe -Italy 
in particular- as well as echoes of 
Victorian melodrama. Though the 
play is a clear cut polemic against 
eco-terrorism by corporations in a 
war-driven economy, its quirky char- 
acters are located somewhere in the 
vaguely distant past. This may not 
soften the political message, but it 
makes it easier for conservatives 
to swallow. Nostalgia subversively 
melds with radicalism. 

Тће scarecrow protagonist, 
embodied in a charmingly gangly 
and edifyingly spoken performance 
by the great Dean Holt, brings to 
mind Don Quixote and his glorious 
quest to end wrong and oppression 
wherever he goes. He walks on 
stilts throughout. But Scarecrow 
has a big advantage. He's not really 
alive so he can't be killed. However, 
he is tethered to a youth -or vice 
versa- named Jack (an effervescent 
Brandon Brooks) who is mortal 
and on the run from corrupt law 
enforcement. He is Quixote's 
Sancho Panza sidekick. But Jack 
has a major weakness: he has to eat. 
Something Scarecrow never has to 
worry about. 

'This pair of misfits bond in 
adversity and get to do wondrous 
things like take part in a theatrical 
production and see the world. Sadly, 
however, the hot pursuit by the law 
and the never ending wars almost 
break Jack's spirit. But this is where 
Scarecrow's unique and constantly 
upbeat perspective figures into 
creating solutions to what seem like 
life's insurmountable problems. Just 
when everything seems hopeless 
the most unlikely and creative solu- 
tions spirit forth. 

This inspiring production is 
crisply acted by a crackling ensem- 
ble that plays multiple characters 
ranging from crows to desperately 
hungry and looting soldiers. Gerald 
Drake beguiles as a cryptic spokes- 
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man for corporate concerns. He looks like an aging version of one 
of the thugs in the Kubrick classic, А Clockwork Orange. Іп fact, 
some of the noses the ensemble wears brings that very ‘non-chil- 
dren’s’ film to mind. Splendidly creepy to be sure. 

Moreover, The Scarecrow and His Servant is worth catch- 
ing just for the set. G.W. Mercier’s design is a work of art in itself, 
enhancing the script brilliantly. It does not detract at all. It’s as if the 
characters were destined to inhabit that set. A stand alone stage is 
at center with rural imagery in the background. When the curtain 
is open various pictorials are seen and switched throughout. It’s 
reminiscent of a Magritte painting. In addition, Mercier designed 
the eclectic but unified costumes. 


А SNOWPLOW 

NAMED DESIRE 

Through Apr. 12 

Brave New Workshop, 824 Hennepin Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 332-6620 

www.bravenewworkshop.com 


Something nice to report here: Melanie Wehrmacher has joined 
the Brave New Workshop ensemble and she fits in nicely. Their 
current revue doesn’t bear much resemblance to the Tennessee 
Williams classic its title derives from but given that it opened during 
the fiercest winter in memory, it’s perfectly suitable. However, the 
show does spoof the frustrated sexuality that one can always count 
on in a Williams play. 

Here are some examples. An Edina couple hemmed in by sexual 
semi-consciousness lets go of their inhibitions. A mama penguin 
gets tired of (as in ‘no longer attracted to’) papa, leaving baby 


Е ~ 
The Things They Carried. Photo courtesy of The History Theatre 


Lonely Soldiers. Photo by Scott Pakudaitis 


penguin in the cold. You guessed it 
— Taj Ruler is as hilarious as ever as 
baby penguin. A sketch called ТЛе 
Joy of Baking shows the sexy side 
of pie-making. And Andy Hilbrands 
plays a cat who is just a little too 
possessive of his owner. His move- 
ment is oh-so-sensuously feline. 
However, the show's best vi- 
gnette is also the funniest portray- 
al actor Matt Erkel has ever given 
in a BNW revue. His character is 
Nikolai Gynecolovich, the Russian 
Father of Gynecology. It is his life's 
crusade to make sure people, es- 
pecially high school students -male 
and female- have a holy apprecia- 
tion of female sexuality. The reac- 
tion of the students and the teacher 
are priceless as he waxes profound 
on his field of interest. High-larious! 


THE THINGS WE 
CARRIED IN 
REPERTORY WITH 
LONELY SOLDIERS: 
WOMEN AT WAR IN 
IRA 
Through Apr. 6 
History Theatre 
30 E. 10th St., St. Paul 
(651) 292-4323 
www.historytheatre.com 

Tim O’Brien, the acclaimed 
Vietnam era author, wrote the short 
story collection that The Things We 
Carried is based on. The splendid 


Stephen D’Ambrose gives a moving 
solo performance. He benefits 
from Jim Stowell’s stage adaptation 
which contains graphic imagery 
of war violence and the effects 
that come out of that: mutilated 
bodies, shattered souls. What’s 
particularly notable about this play 
coming out now is that it flies in 
the face of the way Americans have 
come to treat violence as just an 
ordinary old thing. Aside from the 
continual regurgitation of adoles- 
cent male action flicks, porn, and 
video games, the theater itself has 
become an outpost of destructive 
adolescent immaturity. The Book of 
Mormon, perhaps the most popular 
current Big Musical, shamelessly 
makes fun of gruesome events of 
imperialism, war, and rape, and dis- 
turbingly, audiences, and worse yet, 
critics everywhere have praised it! 
Stowell’s sensibility is the opposite. 
I call him noble. 

The Things We Carried runs 
in repertory with Lonely Sol- 
diers: Women at War in Iraq by 
Helen Benedict. It is drawn from 
interviews of eight women who 
have served in the military. The 
treatment of women in battle and 
back at the base have come under 
scrutiny since the Bush/Cheney 
years. Here’s a play that can help us 
put some perspective on that, and 
perhaps some solutions. 
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PHOTOS BY PAT EVANS 


Los Cabos, Mexico 
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EAT, DRINK AND PLAY 


When Kurt came home from a charity event and told me he had won the 
winning bid for four nights at an all-inclusive resort in Los Cabos, Mexico, 
my first thought was, “Good, we don't have to do a thing.” Isn't that the 
beauty of travel, each trip can answer a different goal? Sometimes I like to 
learn something new, be active, explore, discover...but not always. Truth be 
told, doing nothing can be the best escape of all. 

Best known as Cabo, this has become one of Mexico's premier tourist 
destinations; a spot where the desert and the sea meet with several oases of 
world class resorts in between. 

I've found the beauty of coming back to a place I’ve been before is that 
there is no urgency to have to see...and do...everything. And as my pre- 
vious visits to Cabo revealed, there isn't that much to explore of historic 
interest anyway. People come here to play, relax, eat, and drink. That doesn't 
mean there aren't some fun things to do. Whale watching in winter is a fa- 
vorite of mine. I sat for hours looking at them spout as I sipped on a series 
of margaritas on our veranda. I'm told by anglers that nothing compares to 
deep sea fishing on the challenging Sea Of Cortez. And Luxury Avenue Bou- 


tique Mall at the marina could surely help you part with some greenbacks. 

We stayed at the Fiesta Americana Grand Los Cabos Golf and Spa Resort 
which has earned a place on numerous "best of" lists. Just about a half hour 
drive from the airport, the resort sits on a prime piece of magnificent ocean- 
front land on the Pacific coast. 

Before going on any further, I need to share something else. The travel 
gods must have been aligned, as Kurt and I were surprised to be upgraded 
to a lovely oceanfront villa called Casa del Mar. This might be a place better 
suited for the likes of Jennifer Anniston or Courtney Cox-frequent visitors 
to Cabo-but there we were. Happily, it didn't take us long to adapt to the sur- 
roundings and the attention provided by the friendly staff. 

Тһе private pool turned out to be the favorite highlight. We spent hours 
soaking in the sun and taking in the gorgeous views. By the way, it's really 
worth your while to get up early to watch a Cabo sunrise. There is some- 
thing pretty magical about the vast array of colors streaking across the 
bright blue sky. 

Ive found doing nothing can actually work up a pretty fierce appetite. 
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Two Happy Hours 


7 days a week! 
3-брт and 9pm-1am 


$1 ОН АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails _ аа 
55 ОН АП Buckets О’ Beer -3 i 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm % 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ~ 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


(closeitolthepxcenisnergyicenter&Ebnetordvwvaya&ww w-burgermoes:conr 
ао теѕс у тее о атра 65102 | 651.222:3100 


TINETO 3 
ІШІН 


MONDAY-FRIDAY FROM 4-6PM 


$5 COCKTAILS  $H WINES - $3 BEERS" 
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Melting Pot. 


un... 
a fondue restaurant 


(612) 338-9900 + MELTINGPOT.COM 
80 5. ЭТН 5Т., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


*Offer valid at this location only 


$ 
675 under $13 - ~ 


ow thru May 3 • Catalog at haskells.com 


k 7 
The Wine People! 
Minneapolis | Saint Paul | Bloomington | Burnsville | Chanhassen 
Excelsior | Faribault | Maple Grove | Minnetonka | Plymouth 


Stillwater | White Bear Lake | Woodbury 
Check out our New Super Cellar in Maple Grove! 
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Fortunately, we had plenty of choices 
just steps away. Since the resort offers 
an all-inclusive plan, including alcohol, 
the hardest decision we had to make the 
entire trip was where to dine. The resort 
has ten dining options from the most ca- 
sual to fine dining. Since we experienced 
most of them, here are a few favorites. 

La Cevicheria is a casual beach- 
front café serving up a vast array of 
fresh fish tacos and tostadas. А favorite 
of mine was the crispy shrimp taco, of 
course washed down with a couple of 
thirst-quenching cervezas. 

Sushi Sky Bar sits on a rooftop 
overlooking the spectacular Pacific. As 
the name implies, it serves up an as- 
sortment of beautifully presented sushi 
from California rolls to crab and salmon. 
I loved the Asian/Mexican fusion of 
both ambiance and food. 

Peninsula has Asian-inspired cui- 
sine with the best setting of all: out- 
doors, just a few steps from the beach. 


Highlights here included pepper beef 
and noodles with a soy based sauce that 
made me want to lick the plate. 

And last but certainly not least, be- 
cause we ordered this at least once a 
day during our visit, is the guacamole 
salsa and chips. Without exception, this 
was the best “guac” I have ever tasted. 
Something about just the right mix of 
fresh garlic, lemon, tomato, and jalapeno 
worked every single time. 

It turns out after all of this talk of do- 
ing nothing, something actually was ac- 
complished here in Cabo. We were able to 
completely unplug. Kurt and I had some 
of the best extended conversations we've 
had in months, including some big-time 
laughs. I was able to finish a novel I just 
never had the time to get to, and Kurt un- 
wound the day-to-day stress of his job in 
the Somma Wine Spa. And we managed 
to time our trip on some of the coldest 
days of this winter. Life is good and we are 
grateful. Adios for now. 


Good To Know: Delta and Sun Country offer nonstop flights from MSP that will get you to Cabo in less than 4 hours. * Move over tequila, 
Mexico has a growing wine industry, some are even saying Baja is the next Napa Valley. Give a try to the Grand Ricardo, a blend of Merlot 
and Cabernet from a Baja winery. * Fiesta American Grand Los Cabos Resort and Spa: www.fiestamericanagrand.com/en/mx-los-cabos/hotel- 
grand-los-cabos 
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AMA THE LGBT IMMIGRATION EXPERTS 
Jor FITNESS YOU'VE GOT QUESTIONS, WE'VE GOT ANSWERS! 


Can | apply for my partner’s green card now? | am undocumented, my partner is a U.S. Citizen. Can we apply? 

V Yes Yes. 
d ү ux Court н DOMA in June 2013, — If you were admitted into the United States, and later accrued unlawful 
thus affording LGBT families the same immigration presence, or worked unlawfully for example, your U.S. citizen spouse 
ЖЫ REMOVAL. б jet [оон rights as heterosexual families. can petition for your green card. If you entered the States without 
ermanent result 19. = unlike Ді : E : И inspection then your same-sex spouse or fiancé/e сап still petition for 
НД tive and realite ain-free. 9. What if | don’t live іп a state with marriage your green card, but you will need to have an inadmissibility waiver 
yp equality, can | still apply for a green card? approved before you vill be eligible for your green card. You will need 


10 consult with Attorney Kinsella in order determine if this route is the 


i best choice for your particular situation. 


You do not need to be a resident to marry in the 
states that permit same-sex marriage. If you reside in 
a state that does not permit same-sex marriage you 
are still entitled to the federal immigration benefits 
granted through marriage. 


Decrease sun damage, fine wrinkles 


IPL SKIN REJ JVENATION. repair 
and even your t 


• Do you need specific information about how to apply for your partner's green card? 
• Did you receive a request for evidence from US Immigration? 
• Did you ог a loved one enter the U.S. legally and later overstay? 


Attorney Kinsella is a seasoned immigration attorney who is licensed to advise on and assist 
with all U.S. Immigration matters nationwide. For a no nonsense, in-depth legal consultation 
call the Law Offices of Caro Kinsella now! Our immigration experts have processed over 100 


same-sex marriage petition cases nationwide since DOMA was ruled unconstitutional last June. | А 
LAW OFFICES OF CARO KINSELLA La а 9 5 4. З 04. 2 2 4 3 


Providing Trustworthy Immigration Law Services 
www.cklawusa.com 


skin analysis 


(61 2) 353-601 3 consultation 


bodybriteusa.com 


DATE МОНТ 
Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees is 


meet 2 


11:00am ‘til 2:00am Daily 
Dine-in 
& сату-ош 
(612) 872-0578 


HAPPY HOUR: Everyday Пат — 7pm 2 
Sunday = Thursday 9pm = Midnight Bielenberg ё Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 G rand Avenue 6 Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Cacti photowalk between rides and swims. Photo by Carl Hellman 


Get Your Dude On! 


Listen up, you urban cowboys—here's your chance to walk the talk. To 
discover the Inner Wrangler residing in those leather chaps, two-stepping 
on the dance floor. Mosey on down to Tanque Verde Ranch, outside Tucson, 
Arizona, for a full-on immersion in the real deal. One note of caution, how- 
ever: Once here, there's no turning back. Like almost one hundred percent 
of its guests, you'll sign up for a repeat visit. 

Staked out as a cattle ranch in the 1860s, the 640-acre property anchors 
asandy bowl in the surrounding mountain ranges of Saguaro National Park, 
off-limits to the strip malls and neon of urban living, yet sacrificing nothing 
when it comes to class-act comforts (except TVs, thank goodness). Jacuzzi? 
Check. Spa? Check. Heated pool? Check. Sophisticated dining? Check 
again. Prickly pear margarita? That, too. 

This is a dude ranch born of genteel Western hospitality, rather than a cute- 
sy theme park. Clusters of casitas (69 rooms total) climb the sandy landscape, 
each with a fireplace and patio to monitor the fireball sunset or chill under an 
ink-black sky with stars as bright as searchlights. Meals are part of the all-in- 
clusive package—including cookouts around the campfire with cowboy tunes 
and dancing; the legendary breakfast trail rides, where the CEO, in denim, flips 
blueberry pancakes on the griddle; and menu-service dinners (think churrasco 
flank steak, prime rib, blackened fish tacos, chimichurri game hen, grilled Cae- 
sar salad). Also included are trail rides (extra for private lessons), hikes, fishing 
lessons, yoga, tennis, mountain bike excursions, photo walk, even watercolor 
painting. Well, if you can pry yourself from the chaise longue, that is. 

Rides (seven daily) range from all-day in the mountains, to team-penning 
cattle competitions, to two-hour ambles across the desert: sometimes just 
three of us with our wrangler, sometimes eight or ten. From among 180 
gorgeous horses, I got assigned the foodie contingent: Nacho, Stringbean, 
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Shortcake, A-1 (“like the sauce," explained a handsome wrangler—the опе 
who made my day by cooing, "Put your arm around me, honey," as incen- 
tive to dismount). Karen, a wrangler as suntanned as the desert landscape, 
provided easy driving instructions, "like a car: your heels are the gas pedal, 
your reins are the brakes." After that, pure, sweet stillness—just the soft 
clop of hooves in the sand as we meandered endless skeins of trails. (There 
are kids-only rides, too, which is fortunate, or I'd be in the embarrassing 
position of being outclassed by a four-year-old.) 

Тһе hikes drew (by chance) fewer takers, several times, just moi and 
my guide. Marcia—ladylike in her perfect manicure but a demon of desert 
lore—shared the skinny on the omnipresent cacti: 150-year-old saguaros 
pointing skyward in phallic formation as far as the eye could see; tubby bar- 
rel cacti crowned with yellow blooms (^no, they're fruit," Marcia corrects); 
jumping cholla, green and purple, like lengths of rope; spearlike agave; and 
the prickly palms of the prickly pear. Plus mesquite, creosote bushes, and 
mistletoe hung with ruby berries. She points out the nests carved into the 
saguaro by gila woodpeckers and, as a roadrunner streaks by, discusses 
how it nails a rattlesnake (Don't try this at home). 

Another afternoon Janys helps me get up-close and personal with those 
cacti on a photo walk. In between times, after a lap in the pool, I'd head out 
solo to explore what looked from the plane like a moonscape of wall-to-wall 
beige. On closer inspection, myriads of subtle colors reveal themselves— 
pink tints, golden ones, pewter to charcoal, khaki to sage, all basking under 
a dome of unreal, promo-photo blue. Beats the Eskimos (and us Minneso- 
tans) with those hundred words for snow. 

Nonstop flights from MSP too. For information, visit tanqueverderanch. 
com ог call 800-234-3833. в 
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THAT'S THE 
LIQUOR BOY WAY 
00 &S 80 


ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT 


5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD • ST. LOUIS PARK 
952-512-2200 е LIQUOR-BOY.COM 


SEWARD CO-OP'S 


LORING 


KITCHEN£BAR 


WWW.LoRINGKITCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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Lake Geneva Wisconsin. Photo courtesy of istockphoto.com 
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Okay, its been one of the hardest winters in recent history. I fig- 
ured that 1 could stay home in my igloo—er, condo—or I could head 
to Wisconsin. Specifically, I went to the Grand Geneva Resort & Spa, 
where wintertime is a blast, but snow is only part of the fun. Factor 
in ski and snowboard runs, an ice-skating pavilion, cross-country 
trails through pine-sheltered drifts, even a sleigh ride straight out of 
Dx. Zhivago. Then, you're entitled to a round of warming, adults-only 
beverages in front of an over-achieving fire. (Come summer, if it ever 
does, add hiking, biking, and horse riding to the mix.) 

'The Grand Geneva earns its name when it comes to amenities, 
starting with a flute of Champagne at check-in. Rooms, with balcony 
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or patio framing a snow-frosted lake and golf course, are dressed in 
tobacco-toned leather and oatmeal fabric, accented by touches of warm 
maple. In fact, the whole lodge bears an air of Frank Lloyd Wright- 
inspired simplicity, from river-pebble walls to antler chandeliers. 

Yet Frank would give a curmudgeonly shudder in his grave if he 
knew how the place got started. Back in 1968, it originated as a Play- 
boy Club, back in the поп-РС. era when Bunnies scampered to fulfill 
guests’ fantasies, even on the ski lifts (the term “Bunny slope" fit- 
tingly originated here). The resort re-opened in 1994 with enhanced 
spa facilities, redesigned golf courses, and an employee dress code 
that did not involve fishnets. Today it draws couples escaping from 
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TRAVEL 


(From left) Sleighride, Après ski, Pastries. Photos by Сапа Waldemar 


Chicago, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis for a spot of R&R. 

Start with the 4,200-square-foot spa, which offers complimentary 
classes—think yoga, Pilates, cardio and more—as well as a full mas- 
sage/beauty route, lap pool, tennis and basketball courts and rock- 
climbing wall. I opted for a facial treatment—like an ER for the triage 
victim I represented (As my attendant pointed out, “Dry skin, aging 
skin, and blackheads." Thanks for sharing.) while music drifted from 
Beethoven lite to *Danny Boy." 

After that, I’m ready to hit the town, just minutes away. Lake Ge- 
neva, pop. 7,500, was not the tourist trap I expected, as my smokin' 
credit card can attest—no dens of scented candles, no lowlife t-shirts. 
Instead, the classy boutiques shoppers from Chicago crave. The town 
arose in 1835 and took off as a resort community after the Chicago 
fire of 1871, when the likes of the Wrigleys and Maytags built their 
summer mansions on the lake. Summers, there's a boat tour for 
gawkers and a 20-mile circle of hiking paths. In February, Winterfest 
showcases grand snow carvings. 

Today, The Bootery had a sale on Uggs. Haberdapper vows to 
suit you gents in snappy togs. Spice Company also sells cigars. 
Global Hands sports bulky designer knits (yes, I caved), as does Ge- 
neva Jack's (caved again), with its cashmere scarves. Cornerstone 
caught my eye with saucy Baggalino messenger bags. Grab a bite at 
the Creperie or breakfast bounty at Egg Harbor. 

Back at the resort, sign on for a Grand Experience—events like 
a Wisconsin cheese and beer pairing, improve workshop, fish racing 
(well, you had to have been there, at the swimming pool) or the Tasty 
Pastry class we selected, where, under the guidance of the resort's 
pastry chef and DIY assistant, Brandon, we were given a tart shell, 


chocolate cup, and parfait cup to fill and decorate with everything— 
anything!—from pastry cream and whipped cream to chocolate syr- 
up, along with sprinkles, candies and fresh fruit. After a crash course 
in plate painting (you know: all those cute hearts and curlicues), we 
arranged our fixings and bore them to our rooms to devour. 

Speaking of eating, the options are many, starting with an elite buf- 
fet breakfast or cocktail snacks in the (upgrade option) Geneva Club, 
or the Grand Café, where I gorged on a Florentine Benedict, only to 
return to lunch on cheeseburger and crab-cake sliders (or choose 
Wisconsin brats and more). At the ski slope's Timber Lodge, noshing 
ops included nachos, pizza, and my choices—chili and a ginormous 
Caesar salad, assuring a fashion faux pas involving ski pants. 

Evenings, make it Italian at Brissago, where I meandered from 
a caprese salad to tagliatelle with lobster (or choose house-made 
sausage and spicy tomato sauce, etc.) to osso buco, saltimbocca, or 
salmon with fennel and polenta. If you desire dietary rehab, sign on 
for the resort's Wellness Retreat, where, at dinner in a villa kitchen 
with Chef Earl conducting a demo, we dined on gazpacho topped with 
toasts bearing crab wrapped in a mango sliver and frosted with caviar. 
Then, chicken (or choose grouper) with slow-roasted strawberries 
and marbles of goat cheese and pistachio meringue, followed by a 
cool, cleansing pina colada granita as a finale. 

For our final night, we settled into the luxe Geneva Chophouse, a 
steakhouse (fish, too) with an à la carte menu ranging from creamed 
spinach to lobster mac and cheese to accompany your choice beef or 
my rack of lamb. Dance it off in Evolve, where a live DJ spins tunes 
while you sip a bacon-rimmed martini. Yes, life is good. To make it 
yours, email info@grandgeneva.com or call 800-558-3417. m 


Since 1973 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 


A la Carte Catering 


from elegant to traditional food... 


952-888-5652 
www.alacartemn.com 


Therapy Center 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
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You always make time for...? 
Ice cream. 


Never leave the house without? 
Face cream and lip balm. 


Never caught wearing...? 
Boxer shorts. 


Your number one fashion rule? 
Make sure the fit is right. Develop an intimate 
relationship with a good tailor. Otherwise, I 


ӘРКІМ МЕЕ 


am а pretty down-to-earth guy, and, more than 
anything, I just try to be true to myself and what 


I like. I like to be a little playful and have fun. Life 
is too short to always play by the rules. 


How do you approach getting dressed? 
I try to anticipate how sweaty I am going to get 
throughout the day and pick my clothes accordingly. 


How has your style evolved the most? 
Ihave become more comfortable stepping out 
of my comfort zone and not always playing it 


safe. I would say I have become more relaxed in 
general. Life is hectic for everyone these days, 
so with the chaos that goes along with having 
kids and pets and all the other things making us 
all busy in today's world, you have to adjust your 
style so it works for you. 


What is your one fashion splurge or most 
expensive thing in your closet? 

My kids are the most expensive thing, we always 
splurge on them and they are probably messing 
around with clothes in my closet right now. B 


Palm Sunday: April 13, 10:30 am 


Maundy Thursday Service: April 17, 7:00 pm - Soup Supper at 6 pm 
Stations ofthe Cross Experience: April 18 from 10 am -3 pm 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service: April 18, 7 pm - Soup Supper at 6 pm 


EASTER SUNDAY: 


April 20, Worship at 8:00 am and 10:30 am 


First Christian Church 


(Disciples of Christ) 


(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 


610 W. 28th Street « Minneapolis 
612-870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


"A movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.” 
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EVERYONE 


IS WELCOME 
) 
AT SAINT MARK'S 


TENEBRAE 
Wednesday, April 16th 
7:30 p.m 


EASTER SERVICES 


Sunday, April 2oth 
7:30, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m. 
Easter Egg Hunt 10:15 a.m. 


SaiNT Макк 5 EpiscoPAL CATHEDRAL 


519 Oak GROVE STREET | MINNEAPOLIS 
612-870-7800 | www.outcathedral.org 
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Tending the Soul... 


through Ceremony 
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To honor life's sacred milestones: 


A Weddings and Мом Renewals 
— Funerals and Memorials 
— Baby Blessings...and more 


Personal, meaningful, and 
memorable ceremonies 
created uniquely for you 


9 Т ш шш а”, =”. 
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Едіпа Community Lutheran Church 
Regular Sunday services at 8:15 am & 11:00 am 
4113 W 54th St (2 blocks west of France Ауе) • Edina MN 55424 


952.926.3808 • www.eclc.org 


Church 
of Christ 


ALL ARE 
WELCOME! 


Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 13 • 8:30 AM & 11 AM 


MAYFLOWER 


CHURCH 


Maundy Thursday Seder 
ril 17 • 6:15 PM 
Haggadah (retelling) Ritual , Meal and Communion 


Sorrowful Friday 
ril 18 • 7:30 РМ 
егуісе of Tennebrae 


The Great Vigil of Easter 
April 19 • 8 PM 
Ancient Liturgy and Baptism 
Led by Confirmation Students 


Easter Sunday 
April 20 • 8:30 AM & 11 AM 
Mayflower Choir and Instrumentalists 


An Open & Affiriming, Peace with 
Justice, Earthwise Congregation 


106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. е Mpls., MN 55419 
(612) 824-0761 * www.mayflowermpls.org 


Reverend Debra Ting 
Ordained Interfaith Minister 
debrating@me.com 
www.debrating.com 
650-400-6698 


HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 


at Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church 
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13 
Worship at 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM 
Concert (Fauré Requiem, Poulenc Concerto) at 11:00 AM 
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 17 
7:00 PM Way of the Cross 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 18 
Worship at 12:00 Noon and 7:00 PM 
EASTER DAY, APRIL 20 
Worship at 7:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM 


HENNEPINCHURCH.ORG 
511 Groveland Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
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Where аге you most visually inspired? 
At live performances/shows. 


You always make time for...? 
Creativity and comedy. 


You never leave the house without...? 
As nerdy as it sounds, my glasses. Everyone on 
this earth would be in trouble if I did. 


SPRINGS SUMMER 
tole 


Never caught wearing...? 
Leotards, no way. 


Your number one fashion/style rule? 
Be confident. 


How do you approach getting dressed? 
What is the temperature outside? What event(s) 
am I going to today? 


How has your style evolved the most? 
From what I thought was cool to what I feel is 
cool. 


What is your one fashion splurge or most 
expensive thing in your closet? 

My tailored vintage outfits from local designer 
friends. B 


You can’t have a resurrection without a death. 
But Easter’s message is: 
Now, you can’t have a death 
without a resurrection! 


Come & see! 


Good Friday April 18 
12:00 Noon - 3:00pm - Tre Ore (Three Hour Service) 
Seven faces at the cross, explored in music and homily 
7:00pm - Good Friday Evening 
Prayer around the cross 


The Great Vigil of Easter Saturday, April19 5:30pm 


This is the night when Jesus crushed hell underfoot. 
This is the night whose holiness casts out hate; that brings peace and reconciliation. 


Easter Day Sunday, April 20 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00am 


Festival Choral Eucharist — celebrations of new life with favorite Easter 
hymns, anthems, a special message for children and the Easter gospel proclaimed! 


Central Lutheran Church 


12th Street at 3rd Avenue 
612.870.4416 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
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Downtown Minneapolis 
centralmpls.org 
ELCA.ORG 


Lavtash 


justin jones | brandon тссгау 


a quarterly style column 
for lavender magazine 


Photo by Serah Sauser 


Twitter = @lav_fash 
Instagram = @lavfashofficial 
Facebook = Lav.fash Official 


А Night with Well-Stru ПО 


Call for Justice, LLC's First- Annual Fundraiser 


Come enjoy the melodies of 
classical giants like Mozart and 
Vivaldi blended with the tunes of 
pop superstars like Adele, Lady 
Gaga, Kelly Clarkson and more, 
benefiting Call for Justice, LLC. 


April 10, 2014 
6-8:30PM 
Illusion Theater 


call” 


for Justice, lic 
because justice first requires access 


Tickets on sale for $95 
Cocktail hour starts at 6pm! 
Visit www. illusiontheater.org for tickets or 

call the box office at 612-339-4944, 
www.callforjustice.org 


| | MINNESOTA 
EXTERIORS INC 


muwesorns | 
© 2 |«STORM DAMAGE «| 7. 
5 | Experts | Г 


Call Today Тога FREE Estimate! 


Visit our showroom at 
8600 Jefferson Highway in Osseo 


763.493.5500 
www.MinnesotaExteriors.com 
MN LIC ВС002877 


PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 


All are 
welcome 
at Plymouth 
Church, 


Minneapolis 


Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursdsy, 7:30 p.m. 
Good Friday, 12 noon 


Easter Sunday 
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 


James Gertmenian 
preaching; organist Philip 
Brunelle begins music 30 
minutes prior to services. 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant 

and Transforming 


1900 Nicollet Avenue 
(at Franklin), Minneapolis 
612/871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


WEDDING DAY 


AMONDS 
6 Twin Cities Locations 
including West End! 


$50 off your wedding band 


purchase of $350 or more! 
Use Promo Code: LVD100 


WEDDING DAY 


www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 


*Offer valid in store and online. Not valid on previous purchases, trade ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, semi-mounts or fashion 


jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 
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You never leave the house without...? 
Cell phone, iPad, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
business cards, credit card, scarf, watch, 
manbag (murse), sunglasses, camera, read- 
ing glasses, a positive attitude, and smile. 


Never caught wearing...? 
Tennis shoes and workout gear (when not at 
the gym). 


SPRINGS SUMMER 
tole 


Your number one fashion/style rule? 
Create your own style, stay true to yourself 
and your body type. 


How do you approach getting dressed? 
To always be ready for the camera, getting 
dressed is like a sporting event. To always 
be the best and look my best. 


How has your style evolved the most? 
It’s become less complicated, more focused 
on quality verses quantity. 


What is your one fashion splurge or 
most expensive thing in your closet? 
My J.W. Hume Co. classic tote with Woolrich 
(Made in America) OR my Woolrich limited 
plaid print edition peacoat, bucket hat, and 
shoulder bag from Arrow Minneapolis. ш 


almostfamouspiercing.com 
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A 
D: 
ІРІНЕЕ 


2 PIERCINGS! По appointment needed. 


Оре, 
w Yor jn9 
Bes 'he Year by the Minnesota Lo 


905 
+ 
To 


our Complete Wedding= 


fI. 


z Destination on the Shores | 


of the St.Croix River = 


(2 = 482 
Gamous 


body piercing 


Jewelry and aftercare 
purchase required for both 
piercings. 


UO5 Central • Minneapolis 


Also located in Mall of America 


2014 


GLBT Yellow Pages & 
Wedding Resource Guide 


LavenderYellowPages.com 


Ргаігіе 


Let's start 
“Sowing it Back Together!" 
Even converting a small portion of your 
landscape can help save pollinators and 
other wildlife. With everyone doing their 
part, we CAN make a difference! 


Visit our retail stores or 
website to discover how 
you can help. 


800-837-5986 www.prairieresto.com 


ODERLIN 


тәнен SINCE 1914 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


ЕЗ 


FINES 


67777 /7; 


(е, 
i 


Cute beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 
chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 


14150 Pioneer Trail 
Eden Prairie 
Schedule a visit: 
952-942-5220 
GreenAcresEventCentercom i, complemented with modern 


5%. conveniences making it perfect for 
СА events all year round. 


ап extravagant Italian fountain, 
old fashioned player pianos and 
artwork. The character and charm 


Award-winning food by === 


pongas 


ENJOY YOUR LANDSCAPE YEAR AROUND 


LET OUR ILLUMINOLOGISTS TRANSFORM YOUR LANDSCAPE AND 
CREATE A BEAUTIFUL NIGHTTIME FOR ENTERTAINING 
AND ENJOYING YOUR HOME. 


OUR PREMIUM QUALITY LED FIXTURES ENABLE 


4 
* 
US TO UNIQUELY ILLUMINATE ANY OUTDOOR AREA. 
CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION AND ENJOY YOUR 
LANDSCAPE YEAR AROUND! 
77/7 


designeinstalleservice А ‚емге 
9502475212 TOUCHSTONE 


touchstonelights.com 


62014 TOUCHSTONE ACCENT LIGHTING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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natches the feel of the vintage clothing boutique. 


intage Wrangler jean jacket. (At right) The aesthetic of 
| APRIL 3-16, 2014 


ea Goodale stands in front of two of her favorite pieces: a 1940s 
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DSC STUDI 


SERVING UP VINTAGE SRI 


“I can't say that my initial intentions were to have a one-stop shop,” Chel- 
sea Goodale says of her vintage emporium, Shag Studio. “Моге so, clothing 
and hair are two passions of mine that made sense together. And for some 
people, it is a one-stop shop." 

Shag offers not only clothing and accessories, but also houses a hair sa- 
lon outfitted with retro equipment. Goodale says, “Most of my hair clients do 
end up leaving with a new piece to add to their wardrobe. And many others 
just come for the clothing and boutique side of Shag." 

Goodale guesses that Shag is probably one of the only blended salon/bou- 
tique locations in the Twin Cities, offering a head-to-toe experience for custom- 
ers. And the reasons customers come to Shag vary. "Vintage has become time- 
less," Goodale says. “We have anything from classic pieces that never go out of 
style, to theatrical pieces that could be used for the stage or a themed party." 

Тће blended boutique/salon business is certainly more than meets the 
eye, as Shag is also home to a Wig Master. “Му staff and I are very knowl- 
edgeable of wigs," Goodale adds. “We often do custom cutting, coloring, and 
shampoo/styling on wigs. Most often we have a consultation with the wig 
owner, and they leave their wig with us for a few days to complete their wig 
service." In addition to styling already owned pieces, Goodale mentions that 
Shag is also a good outsource for having custom pieces made. 

For clients styling hair of their own, Goodale has noticed two trends for 
spring and summer. With two different extremes, either a short pixie cut or 
hair extensions to add length and fullness, Goodale and her staff consult with 
clients to find the best extension installation for their hair type and lifestyle. 

As for clothing trends, it seems the skinny jean is here to stay. "The 
skinny jean isn't realistic for everyone," Goodale declares. "I encourage 
people who don't feel comfortable in the skinny jean to try a more fitted 


jean. Wearing clothing that is more tailored to their bodies can make a huge 
difference. I always encourage people to stay true to themselves and their 
personal style." 

With vintage trends on the rise and shops popping up on every street 
corner, customers have to be sure they are actually getting the good deal 
they believe they are. With Shag, customers can be assured the quality of 
the vintage clothing is top notch as the staff will be sure items are in peak 
condition before placing them on the sales floor. 

But Goodale recognizes that not every vintage shop will offer this quality 
and suggests some tips for shopping vintage items. When buying vintage shoes, 
it's always a good idea to give the sole of the shoe a gentle bend. The point is 
to be sure the sole doesn't have cracks, and that the sole of the shoe is intact. 

With clothing, give the material a gentle tug: make sure the material is 
sturdy and isn't dry rotting. Dry rot is a breakdown of the fabric or material; 
itis a result of poor temperature and moisture control during storage. When 
buying vintage coats, always check the lining to be sure it's intact. Check the 
under arms and pockets for holes and tears. 

“When buying vintage at Shag, you don't need to worry about checking 
for flaws," Goodale says. “We wash, steam, and mend all articles of clothing 
before they are ready to go onto the floor." 

There’s certainly something refreshing about visiting a place where 
the quality is high and the prices competitive. It is this attention to detail 
and quality that has grown Shag's clientele. "There is such a wide variety of 
people who shop at Shag," Goodale says. "They won't have to worry about 
running into someone on the street with the same outfit. There really isn't a 
defined type of person who is comfortable shopping at Shag. It really comes 
down to the type of person who is looking for a one of a kind piece." B 


(From left) Shag's product offerings range from clothes and shoes to accessories and luggage. Some of Shag's clothing, such as this red dress, are reconfigured by Shag's 
seamstress and sold as entirely new and different pieces. The waiting area of the hair salon showcases Shag's wig work. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 43 _ 
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12.333.3348 


Proudly Serving the 


LGBTQ Community 
and its Allies 


612-333-3343 


e Worker's Compensation 
e Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury |3 
e |mmigration/ Fiancé Visas 
e Family Law 


ROBICHAUD, 
ANDERSON & 
ALCANTARA РА. 


www.robichaudlaw.com 


Paints • Wallcoverings Window Fashions 


Hirshfield's 


Helping Minnesotans decorate their homes for over 100 years. 


MPLS.ST.PAUL BEST OF THE TC Wallpaper Source. 
Minnesota largest Benjamin Moore dealer. 


Most ways and places to shop for your windows y 
S 
S 


^ 


Benjamin Moore HunterDouglas Фу 5 
Paints oy L oC 


30 locations throughout the Twin Cities and Minn 
find your neighborhood store at hirshfields.com 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | ON THE RECORD | BY ED HUYCK 


PHANTOGRAM Voices 


This New York duo rode a wave of modern, moody electronic music at the end of 
the last decade and like some of their colleagues - the XX come to mind - they 
have evolved into a stronger act on their second full-length album. There are two 
factors pushing that evolution. The first is the deepened work done by Josh Carter 
and Sarah Barthel, who share the vocals. The other is strong interplay between 
guitars (Carter) and keyboards (Barthel), which gives the band a lot more aural 
life than plenty of other electronic bands. You also can't discount the strong set of 
songs - like the fierce “The Day You Died" or moody “I Don't Blame You” – for the 
strength of the album. 


L4 


BROKEN BELLS After the Disco 


Тће second album formed by the unlikely alliance between Danger Mouse and 
Тһе Shins' James Mercer sounds fine in isolation, but it pales once you listen to 
it back to back with the band's self-titled debut. The intriguing rough edges that 
fueled much of the music on the first album have been smoothed away, leaving a 
well-produced but absolutely typical piece of 2014-style rock. The songs are slick 
and well put together, which has led to songs like the title track getting plenty of 
traction on stations like The Current. However, there's a sameness to the tunes 
that makes it tougher and tougher to really fall in love with the recording. It's fine 
for a quick trip, but I wouldn't want to spend hours with this on repeat. 


n 
кү 


ST. VINCENT St. Vincent 


For her latest album, St. Vincent (stage name of Annie Erin Clark) seems to be 
channeling a bit of early 1990s Liz Phair. The songs on this self-titled album burst 
with an off-center energy not present on her last album, the more introspective 
Strange Mercy. Employing a heavier vibe than in the past, Clark runs us through 
her recent years. They've been tremendous for her artistically – solo success and 
collaboration with the legendary David Byrne – and you can feel and hear that 
throughout this tight 11-song collection. The bracing music ties in with Clark's 
growing confidence as a songwriter. The songs are still personal, but are now 
touching on a broader swath of topics that makes for a thrilling listen. 


L4 


RACHEL KILGOUR Vhistleblower's 
Manifesto: Songs for a New Revolution 


Duluth has long been an interesting musical breeding ground, isolated enough 
to ferment a unique music scene with numerous acts finding a footing by Lake 
Superior. Rachel Kilgour's new three-song EP showcases a distinct, folk-tinged 
sound that features lyrics that reflect back on another Iron Range denizen: Bob 
Dylan. This is 21st century folk rock, with angry songs about religious intolerance 
(*He'll Save Me") and modern American economics (“In America"). Kilgour sings 
with plenty of clarity and verve, and the songs are driven forward by plenty of 
acoustic-guitar fueled intensity, but the protest songs are a little too on point for 
me. I agree with everything she has to say here, but I wish there were a bit more 
grace in the message. W 


5СЕМЕ 


BARS & CLUBS 


BAROMETER 


Bearracuda Returns to EagleBOLT bar 


Gay bears in the Twin Cities are coming out of winter hibernation— 
and not just because of the spring weather! On April 19, ћеу те heading 
to the EagleBOLTbar in Downtown Minneapolis for the return of the 
wildly popular Bearracuda, with DJ Matt Consola from San Francisco 
spinning. Join hundreds of furry, friendly guys for this great night. Get 
there early, as the cover is $5 before 10 PM and $7 after. 

Started in 2006 in San Francisco, Bearracuda is the largest attend- 
ed bear dance party and most prolific gay dance event in the United 
States. Such events take place in 38 cities across the world, including 
parties in San Francisco, Seattle, Portland, New York City, Austin, At- 
lanta, London, and Sydney. Upcoming parties include Portland Pride, 
June 13; Gay Pride San Francisco, June 27; Vancouver Pride, August 
3; Folsom Street Friday, San Francisco, September 19; San Francisco 
Bear Pride, November 8; and Bearracuda Heretic Cruise 2015. 

Consola is widely known as a circuit DJ, as well as a record label 
owner (Redzone Records). He is resident DJ at Sanctuary, Adonis, 
and Boy Bar in San Francisco. 

The EagleBOLTbar is headquarters for the local bear community. 
It hosts Bear Night every fourth Saturday, which includes a beer bust 
8-11 PM. 


For more information, visit www.bearracuda.com. 


eagleBOLTbar 

515 Washington Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 338-4214 
www.eagleboltbar.com 


Photo courtesy of Bearracuda 
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612-217-4550 + SMOKELESSSMOKING.COM 


Brandonna Dupri LaReese & USofA Pageantry |: à 
present ) 


155 GAY MINNESOT 
ДОРА AN 


APRIL 18TH, 2014 10PM 
DOORS OPEN AT 8:00PM 


“а ју LAFEMME SHOW LOUNGE 
APP Gay 905, MINNEAPOLIS MN 
VIP SEATING $15 GENERAL SEATING $10 GENERAL ADMISSION $5 


Е À 
QUESTIONS REGARDING PAGEANT, TICKET AND CONTESTANT INFO i ^ W 
CONTACT BRANDONNA DUPRI LAREESE ch 
612-695-4816 MO 
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BARS & CLUBS | ВАК SHOWCASE | PHOTOS BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


> EAGLEBOLTBAR 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
ЈОКЕВОХ • VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., April 20 • 4 РМ 


Your BARTENDER 


N& 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
f 1) “like” us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • www.19bar.itgo.com 
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MARCH 16, 2014 


«СОМ 
Suffer Through 


BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


“Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc.” 
"Some find this endearing, but I find it annoying." 
"Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!" 


"The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to." 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
“insufferable” delivery 
of BigGayNews on 


Kudos to iTunes' Podcasts. 


Linda Raines for à Subscribe 
compiling the top 5 қ оп iTunes! 
5 daily stories! | 
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Consela 


(SAN FRANCISCO) 


EAGLE BOLT BAR 
515 WASHINGTON AVE S. 
$5 B4 ТОРМ $7 AFTER 
BEARRACUDA.COM 
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SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | ВУ МЕЦ. GELHAUS 


A Full Rack 


Midway Pro Bowl owner Scott Koecheler 
lets out a hearty laugh and recalls one of his 
earliest experiences hosting a tournament 
for the GLBT community. 

"During the first or second Paul Bunyan 
Invitational Tournament, two teams from 
Chicago used one of our changing rooms. 
When they emerged they were dressed as 
early Romans, you know, togas, the whole 
bit. As they moved towards their lanes they 
were throwing pink feathers in the air! It was 
quite a sight!" 

Scott is animated and friendly - he clear- 
ly enjoys telling this story and loves his cus- 
tomers. 

"Twenty years later, we're making changes 
to our lanes and we discovered PINK FEATH- 
ERS under the lanes!! Gave us a great laugh 
and brought back excellent memories!" 

Committed to tracking down every gay 
sports league in the great Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area, I’m happily enjoying a beer and а 
great burger at Midway on a Sunday after- 
noon, lured in by the idea of "Bowling for 
Boobies" (in support of Bowl for the Cure – 
a noble breast cancer awareness initiative). 
Midway Pro Bowl is tucked into a strip mall 
off University in St. Paul, a quaint and lively 
location that is now home to three of the four 
(to date) Twin Cities gay bowling leagues. 

Steve Nardini, one of the Bowling for Boo- 
bies organizers and MC's, points me in the 
direction of long-time league member Laura 


Schnellman to get a rundown of the various 
leagues. If you're interested in joining one, 
they include: 

The Hump Day Bowlers League 
(Wednesdays at Midway Pro Bowl) 

А 22-team, very social, close-knit group 
with a low turnover rate due to the level of ca- 
maraderie. They have potlucks, good commu- 
nication from league officers via Facebook and 
email, and a lot of fun. They hold a number of 
league fundraising events throughout the sea- 
son, with a percentage of the monies donated to 
local and national charities. Skill levels range 
from very good to bowling newbies. They cel- 
ebrate each year with a banquet at the end of 
the season. 

The Twin Cities Friday League 
(Fridays at Midway Pro Bowl) 

A 10-team league, also with skill levels 
ranging from very good to newbies. The small- 
er size allows for easy socializing and friendly 
competition, since everyone sort of knows ev- 
eryone else. It’s either a great way to end the 
week or start the weekend. There is a core 
group of bowlers that have been in the league 
for many years, and they are always looking 
for new bowlers for the next season to help the 
league grow. 

The Funday Monday 
(Mondays at Midway Pro Bowl) 

А newer, 6-team league which began іп 
January of 2014, with 20-25 bowlers who play 
on three-person teams. 


League 


The Wednesday Rainbow League 
(Wednesdays at Memory Lanes) 

A 30-team league, with four to six person 
teams, comprised of GLBT and straight allies 
ranging in ages from the 20s to the 60s who 
bowl from September to April. They are cele- 
brating 35 seasons of bowling fun and commu- 
nity interaction in the 2014-2015 season, and 
many members have been involved for decades. 
Each season is wrapped up with a great end- 
ofseason banquet where prizes are awarded. 
Their waiting list is open for anyone to join in 
the 2014-2015 season. 

All four leagues identify as GLBT, though 
they are open to anyone. League preference 
has more to do with time and location than 
the competition level, or type of person who 
frequents any particular league. 

I asked Scott Koecheler how three of the 
four GLBT leagues came to call Midway Pro 
Bowl their home. 

“It started when we purchased Midway 
Pro Bowl in 1982 – we were told that we 
would be hosting a “gay” tournament, and 
I didn’t have any experience with the com- 
munity. So, we met with the tournament 
organizers and thus began our fantastic rela- 
tionship with the GLBT community! It is our 
philosophy to make everyone feel safe so they 
can have a great time. We try to maintain 
good contact and be as friendly and welcom- 
ing as possible!” 

Laura, who’s been a bowler and team cap- 
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Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
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2 Thursdays 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: _— 


Фу wessenu а kramer 612.333.8181 In-Gym & In-home Personal Training loscampeonesgym.com 


Thursday, May 1 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 
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MAKE À HEALTHY CAREER MOVE 


At Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, we are committed to making 
a healthy difference in people's lives. That includes our employees. Take 
advantage of wellness programs and resources designed to help you meet 


HRC Twin Cities your health goals. 
> Free on-site fitness centers > Healthy food options at on-site 
OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, Е cafeterias 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, + At-work Weight Watchers 
Twin Cities Quorum, meetings э Fitness classes and small group 
Prime Timers MSP, Twin Cities Pride, j ini 
North Country Bears э Stop-smoking programs personal training 


> Complete family, spouse and 
domestic partner benefits 


> Up to $250 cash each year for 
healthy behaviors 


> Easy access to care through 
Online Care Anywhere 


FIND YOUR PLACE AT À COMPANY THAT CARES ABOUT YOUR HEALTH 


Apply today at careers.bluecrossmn.com. 


ЈЕ BlueC 
BlueShield 


Minnesota 


А б 
2, ж Free on-site Ни shots 


- 


:2 | PLACES TO WORK 


2014 | for LGBT Equality 


Blue Cross? and Blue Shield? of Minnesota and Blue Plus? are nonprofit 
10096 CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 


independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association 
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BY KATHLEEN WATSON 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


LIVES 


Photo by Jackie Lehmann 


Most people who work out 
have some insecurity they face 
every time they set foot in a 
gym. Some people are self- 
conscious about their weight 
or the type of exercise they're 
capable of performing. Some 
people can't find the motiva- 
tion or the time to get to the 
gym. Others are worried about 
whether the muscle-man next 
to them is going to be too ter- 
ritorial with the weight equip- 
ment, making it impossible to 
complete a workout without 
fear of a confrontation. For 
others in our GLBT community, 
the thought of being vulnerable 
in a gym is too discomfort- 
ing for a gym membership to 
be beneficial. Whatever that 
hurdle is, there's a new fitness 
studio that makes the comfort, 
safety, and morale of its clients 
a priority—AX Fitness in North- 
east Minneapolis. 

A simple glance at the 
studio proves that this is not 
your average gym. Instead of a 
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bunch of complicated ma- 
chines, there are some punch- 
ing bags and tractor tires. 
Chalkboards with personal 
goals and accomplishments 
cover the walls. And owner 
Christine Jaques's belief that 
"fitness is personal" is felt 
the moment you're welcomed 
at the door. With its uncon- 
ventional space and personal 
touches, the AX Fitness studio 
is the gym for fitness junkies as 
well as people who hate going 
to conventional gyms. 

As a long-time athlete, Chris- 
tine Jaques has always been 
an avid fitness guru. (Name 
any sport, and you can bet 
she's either played it, coached 
it, or managed it!) But it wasn't 
until later in her life that she 
discovered her potential to put 
her passion to work by helping 
others reach their goals through 
personal fitness training. Proud- 
ly dubbed "The Organic Gym" 
due to its intentional differences 
(such as fundamental training 


methods and a lack of tradition- 
al exercise machines) that set it 
apart from corporate gyms, AX 
Fitness is the preferred fitness 
program for numerous clients, 
including many of the Minne- 
sota RollerGirls. With her new 
studio in Northeast Minneapo- 
lis, Christine Jaques uses AX 
Fitness to inspire her clients to 
improve their health and well- 
being in an open and inclusive 
environment. 

After working several jobs 
in various fitness and recre- 
ational fields, Christine had 
had enough. She recalls, "I 
was sick of working temporary 
or seasonal recreation jobs. 1 
said, ‘I’m going to be in control 
of my own destiny.'" Christine 
enrolled in a personal train- 
ing program at MCTC and 
got certified in 2012. As part 
of her education, she held an 
internship at Acceleration Min- 
nesota in Arden Hills, which 
focuses on sports training. 
She notes, “1 went there оп 


purpose because | wanted to 
go somewhere that was much 
more athletically inclined than 
a regular gym." During her ini- 
tial meeting, Christine inquired 
about Acceleration's cardio 
kickboxing program, only to 
learn that the program wasn't 
offered anymore. She took 
that opportunity to recreate a 
new version of cardio kickbox- 
ing including some additional 
elements to the workout. A 
new program was developed 
from the cardio kickboxing 
class—what is now called AX 
Fitness. Christine then found 
herself with quite a bit more re- 
sponsibility than most interns; 
she was trusted to run the AX 
Fitness program out of the Ac- 
celeration location. 

As AX Fitness became more 
popular, Christine began to 
dream of her own studio. The 
only problem came with the 
cash—any business owner 
knows that startup money isn't 
easy to come by. But Christine 


was able to lean on her АХ 
Fitness community to help her 
dream come true. Many clients 
who believed in her program 
offered to donate or loan money 
to allow Christine to move into 
her own studio in Northeast 
Minneapolis. Christine recalls 
the generosity of one particular 
lender. One man was dragged 
to AX Fitness by his wife be- 
cause she was sick of him using 
his back pain as an excuse to 
not work out. Christine dis- 
cussed his limitations and cre- 
ated a fitness program to help 
him safely strengthen his back. 
Less than a year after he began 
his training, he finished his first 
marathon. Christine improved 
his quality of life so much that 
he became a lender for her new 
space. Like this man, most of 
Christine's clients have had 
such positive experiences that 
they are willing to support the 
future of AX Fitness. 

The AX Fitness workout 
proves that you don't need a 
lot of fancy equipment in order 
to get a good workout. Using 
mostly bodyweight exercises, 
core exercises, and some addi- 
tional props (including medicine 
balls, hand weights, and tires of 
various weights), Christine cre- 
ates workouts that are beneficial 
to both athletes and average 
people who want to make sig- 
nificant improvements in their 
fitness. She notes, "The work- 
out encompasses every part of 
your body...even muscles that 
you don't even think you have! 
We try to engage all those small 
muscle groups that people for- 
get to work out because those 
groups help your larger muscle 
groups work harder. We always 
keep the cardio capacity up 
because it increases muscular 
endurance. If you're an athlete, 
| want you at 100% your entire 
shift, and | want you at 10096 
as many times as possible 
throughout that game. The only 
way to do that is to train your 
body as a whole. My workout 
improves cardio capacity, mus- 
cular strength, and endurance, 
power, and speed." The AX 
Fitness class allows participants 
of all levels to work at their own 
intensity and speed, ensuring 
that they feel challenged to push 
their limits in a safe, controlled 


Christine Jaques. Photo by Mike Hnida 


environment. 

The 55-minute AX Fitness 
sessions are geared toward 
intermediate exercisers, so 
Christine suggests that be- 
ginners start with the Cardio 
Kickboxing class. In addition to 
kickboxing drills, this 45-minute 
course focuses on strengthening 
the core muscles in the body. 
For those who need an extreme 
challenge, such as many of the 
Minnesota RollerGirls and other 
top-tier athletes, Christine offers 
a MAX Fitness class, which is 
"essentially the AX class on ste- 
roids! It's faster, harder, heavier 
weights. It's super competitive, 
and | have to work to push those 
people." Finally, if you're a little 
leery about working out with 
others (or if you just want her 
undivided attention), Christine is 
more than happy to set up per- 
sonal training sessions. With all 
the options, clients are guaran- 
teed to get the most out of their 
time and money. Christine says, 
“Му entire idea about fitness is 
that we live in a very fast-paced 
world, and people don't have 
time to work out. If you don't 
know what you're doing when 
you go to the gym, you're kind 
of wasting your time. The idea 
behind the way that | train is 
that you can get a full-body 
workout when you come in for 
55 minutes. You're going to hit 
it hard!" 


The two aspects of AX 
Fitness that set it apart from 
other training methods are its 
sustainability, and the sense of 
community Christine has devel- 
oped in her studio. She states, 
"| want it to be functional and 
sustainable. That should be the 
first question anyone asks when 
they start a fitness program. 
Can І see myself doing this six 
months from now? Two years 
from now? Some other pro- 
grams are developed, and they 
can have injury records that fol- 
low them. People don't get hurt 
in my class. They get stronger. 
They get faster. They get in 
the best shape of their lives." 
Though a bit of competition 
naturally occurs in the classes, 
Christine believes the classes 
are more about supporting each 
other. This support is ideal to 
any fitness plan. She adds, "It's 
a community-based gym. You're 
going to find support. It's going 
to feel like a family. You feel like 
somebody when you walk in the 
door. І always say that fitness 
is personal, and | take that very 
seriously. | want people to un- 
derstand that they are cared for, 
and that their fitness needs are 
going to be addressed." 

Christine's success is seen 
through the retention and 
improvement of her clients. She 
gets to know each person who 
trains at AX and is therefore 


able to continually provide ways 
to improve their workout experi- 
ences. She says, "ме had most 
of my clients for one or two 
years, and | know their strengths 
and weaknesses. If you train 
with me, you'll end up in my 
chair talking to me about your 
struggles or challenges." 

Though Christine's journey to 
opening her dream fitness stu- 
dio has been anything but easy, 
she is continually inspired by 
the community she has nurtured 
within the fitness world. Chris- 
tine understands firsthand what 
it's like to feel intimidated and 
lost—she struggled to come out 
as a lesbian on a college athletic 
team that was less than accept- 
ing. She recalls that experience 
as her motivation for creating a 
safe gym. She adds, "I want my 
gym to be a place where anyone 
can come in and be supported 
and understood. If you hate 
going to a big corporate gym, 
| want you to be able to come 
into mine and not feel like that. 
Whatever your issue is. Every- 
one has hang-ups. You shouldn't 
feel intimidated. That inspires 
me. Watching my clients, who 
have now become my friends, 
watching them grow...| know 
l'm doing something right." 

For more detailed pricing, 
class schedules, and more in- 
formation can be found at www. 
axfitness.com. B 
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HEALTH % WELLNESS 


LIVES 


Fitness 


10 TIPS 


FOR BEING A “10” BY SUMMER 


Finally! 


Summer is just around the cor- 
ner and soon everybody will be 
showing some skin! Here are 
ten simple things you can start 
doing today to be ready for a 
day at the beach! 


Partner Workouts 

Working out with your partner 
сап be one of the most fun and 
valuable activity times that 
you spend together. | suggest 
meeting with a trainer in order 
to get the proper and appropri- 
ate knowledge and have him 
or her show each of you how 
to effectively train each other. 
А small investment up front 
will save tons of money and 
will make for safe, fun, and 
effective workouts for just the 
two of you. 


Be Consistent 

People think that top fitness 
models go all out on every 
workout, but in reality it's not 
so much about the effort as it is 
about the consistency. A little 
bit every day is much better 
and safer then totally killing 
yourself once a week and be- 
ing so tired that you have no 
motivation to get back into the 
gym for another workout. 


What Are You Putting in Your 
Mouth? 

When it comes to dieting | 
don't advocate anything ex- 
treme. Just keep it simple and 


be smart about it. Think about 
everything that you are putting 
into your body and ask your- 
self, "Is this conducive to my 
goals?" You would be surprised 
at what people eat when they 
are not thinking. 


Get Stronger! 

Just doing the same weights 
and reps all the time will never 
force your body to adapt. You 
need to add that extra weight 
and do those extra reps to get 
the fastest results. This is a 
huge benefit that my clients ex- 
perience because | push them 
to the limit every workout. If 
they did 150 pounds 10 times 
last week l'm going to get them 
to do 160 11 times this week! It 
is fun and exciting to do more 
than you have ever done be- 
fore and the results will quickly 
show because of it. So when 
you think you can only do 10 
find a way deep down inside 

to do 15! 


Try Tabata 

Tabata is a unique and ex- 
tremely effective type of cardio 
consisting of predetermined 
work and rest periods. Very 
simple and will get you sweat- 
ing instantly. The typical setup 
is 20 seconds of work and 10 
seconds of rest. Repeat these 
cycles for anywhere from 10 
cycles to 100 cycles. You can 
use any form of activity: run- 
ning, jumping rope, lunges, or 
crunches, for example. 


Get Aggressive 

Tires, sledgehammers, battle 
ropes, boxing, and kickboxing. 
These are extremely high-in- 
tensity exercise selections that 
not only burn tons of calories 
but also make you stronger 
while you're doing them (and 
are a great way to relieve some 
stress). A lot of my clients say 
they are always visualizing 
someone who really ticked 
them off while they are smash- 
ing tires with a sledgehammer! 


Set a Date 

Need a little extra motivation? 
Pick a specific date this sum- 
mer that you want to look your 
best for. | have a client going 
to Miami in July and his goal is 
to be as big and ripped as pos- 
sible for that weekend. | have 
another woman that is getting 
ready for her wedding and 
wants the best-looking arms 
she's had in her life. By picking 
a date you will automatically 
take it to the next level in all 
aspects of your fitness goals. 


Personal Training: No Longer 
Just a Luxury 

Just a few years ago only the 
rich had trainers and it was 
viewed as a total luxury. That is 
definitely no longer the case. I 
see all types of clients and we 
always find solutions no mat- 
ter what the budget. At a bare 
minimum, everyone should be 
seeing fitness professionals 

at the front end of a training 


program and checking in with 
them at least once every four 
to eight weeks. This will ensure 
the movements are being done 
as effectively as possible and 
that each workout is as safe 
and accurate as possible for 
each person's individual goals 
and limitations. 


Schedule it as a Top Priority 
One of the most valuable 
aspects of having a personal 
trainer is that you have it 
scheduled and you stick to that 
appointment. Whether you 
have a trainer or not you still 
need to be scheduling your 
workouts ahead of time and 
sticking to those workouts. 
Schedules fill up quickly and 
only the priorities will stick so 
give yourself what you deserve 
and schedule those workouts 
and stick to them! 


Most Importantly, Have Fun! 

If your workouts are not inspir- 
ing, challenging, or at least 
semi-creative, they are not go- 
ing to be fun. And if if they're 
not fun, you're not gonna 

keep showing up! | make sure 
that all my clients are having 

a good time while they are 
sweating. If the workout is fun 
time will fly by, if the workout 
is dull and boring time seems 
to drag on forever! Simple 
stuff like new exercises or 
even just great music can 
really set the tone for a great 
time at the gym. E 
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MINNEAPOL! 


Benjamin Loehrer is the owner of (апа trainer at] Los Campeones Gym in the Seward neighborhood of Minneapolis. Overall membership has doubled since 
Mr. Loehrer bought the gym in 2010, with gay membership up a little over 100% and female usage up 400%. In addition, the gym now offers the expertise of 20+ 
trainers. Los Campeones has been specifically catering to a growing gay and lesbian clientele who appreciate his ability to get them to the next level. For more 
information, go to www.loscampeonesgym.com. 
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LEATHER LIFE 


BY STEVE LENIUS 


PHOTOS BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather Lens: Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014 


1. Greg Menzel, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014, moments after being awarded the title. 2. The contestants in the Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014 contest. Left to right: Tim Holden, 
Greg Menzel (Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014), and Boy Cody 3. Boy Cody (kneeling) performing great moments from his favorite movies during the Talent portion of the contest. 
4. Greg Menzel demonstrates his bartending skills during the Talent portion of the contest. 5. The evening's emcee, Karri Plowman (left), assisted by Luke Wallrich. 6. The 
moment of truth: Kyle Truss puts the Mr. Twin Cities Leather sash on Greg Menzel while Boy Cody reacts. 7. Greg Menzel, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014 (second from left), with 
the three owners of Twin Cities Leather & Latte: from left, Luke Wallrich, Tynan Fox, and Karri Plowman. Photos by Steve Lenius 


This year's Mr. Twin Cities Leather Contest 
weekend, held Friday, Feb. 14, through Sun- 
day, Feb. 16, was packed with something for 
everyone. The weekend started Friday with a 
Meet-and-Greet-the-Contestants evening and a 
Red & Black Ball in honor of Valentine's Day. 
On Saturday afternoon, Kink U presented sev- 
eral classes, and Sunday's Victory Brunch was 
followed by more Kink U classes, an afternoon 
beer bust, and a rubber/kink shower contest in 
the evening. All of the weekend's public events 
were hosted by The Saloon. 

Saturday evening's contest was the high 
point of the weekend, and it was full of sur- 
prises. One of the evening's entertainers did 
a wicked Michele Bachmann drag imperson- 
ation. The outgoing Mr. Twin Cities Leather 
2013 titleholder, Kyle Truss, did a step-aside 


striptease in which he literally stripped off 
the accoutrements of his title year. And The 
Atons of Minneapolis did an official presenta- 
tion of their club colors to Twin Cities Leath- 
er & Latte. 

The evening’s three contestants (Tim 
Holden, Boy Cody, and Greg Menzel) each 
gave entertaining performances during the 
talent portion of the contest. Holden wore 
what looked like a medieval robe as he per- 
formed a takedown on Tim Hotchkin; Boy 
Cody performed some of his favorite mo- 
ments from classic movies; and Menzel, a bar- 
tender at The Saloon, demonstrated his drink- 
mixing talents. When the judges' scores were 
totaled, Menzel was awarded the Mr. Twin 
Cities Leather 2014 title and sash. 

Contest emcee was Кагл Plowman, as- 


sisted by Luke Wallrich, both of Twin Cities 
Leather & Latte. Judges were Tynan Fox, an 
educator, speaker, and blogger; Tim Balfanz, 
general manager of The Saloon; Sir Jack Duke, 
International Leather Sir 2012 from Dallas; Rod 
McCoy, aka “Опух Rod,” Leatherman of Color 
2011 from Washington, D.C.; Andrew Bertke, 
President of the Atons of Minneapolis; and 
Daniel Hennagir, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2011. 
Tallymaster duties were handled by Michael 
Kramer. Entertainment was provided by Lucy 
Furr and Nocturna Lee Mission. 

As Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014, Menzel 
will represent Twin Cities Leather & Latte 
and Minnesota's leather community in the 
36th annual International Mr. Leather com- 
petition (www.imrl.com), May 23-26, 2014 
(Memorial Day weekend) in Chicago. 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


On Loving Women 

Diane Obomsawin 
Translated by Helge Dascher 
Drawn & Quarterly 

$16.95 


Obomsawin's stark line art, her animal and bird characters, 
skim the deceptive surface of deep, emotional waters. The 
ten short stories each profile a different young person and 
convey with affection and humor her experience of coming 
out, exploring her first realization of her sexual identity 
through love gained or- inevitably-lost. The author/artist’s 
simple, fluid lines convey an astonishing range of emotion; 
the rise of an eyebrow or curve of a tiny breast are gems of 
narrative compression. “Charlotte’s Story" opens in a little 
convent school in the Canadian plains where eighth grader 
Charlotte falls in love with a ninth grader. They separate 
for the summer; they write; they visit; they make love. A 
charming, pastoral tale. Obomsawain lives in Montréal and 
writes in French. 


Queer Clergy: A History of Gay and Lesbian Ministry 
in American Protestantism 

R.W. Holmen 

The Pilgrim Press 

$27 


Holmen tells the sweeping history of gay and lesbian 
clergy in the mainstream Protestant churches through the 
five denominations of American ecumenical Protestant- 
ism (United Church of Christ, Episcopalian, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, and Methodist), through the metaphor of 
journey, mapping the roads travelled with interviews of 
member clergy. This technique gives a depth and breadth 
to the struggles of gays and lesbians of faith. Moving 

from the 1950s concept of gayness as "sin, sickness, and 
criminality," through the intervening decades and chang- 
ing attitudes, these pages, through the voices of the clergy 
themselves, set forth the changes and progress that has 
been completed-and how much further we have yet to go. 
Holmen will launch Queer Clergy at Uptown's Magers and 
Quinn Booksellers on April 8 at 7PM. 


Revolutionary 
Alex Myers 
Simon & Schuster 
$26 


Confined by the eighteenth century strictures on women, 
Deborah Samson, a weaver in a small Massachusetts 
village, strikes out on her own and in a daring move enlists 
as Robert Shurtliff in the Continental Army. This is a gritty, 
thoroughly captivating adventure that has the advantage 

of being true. Deborah did bivouac at West Point, survive 
the winter's rigors, shoot, and get shot. Myers thoroughly 
researched the character-he is a descendant-and Ameri- 
can army life of 1782. Myers also has the advantage of 
gender perspective, being the first trans graduate of Philips 
Exeter Academy and the first openly transgender Harvard 
student. Deborah went on to marry and have children but 
her bravery, gender questioning, and her yearning for love 
and freedom strike a chord today. 


Brassai: Paris Nocturne 

Sylvie Aubenas and Quentin Bajac 
Thames & Hudson 

$85 


This lush volume (308 pages, 296 illustrations) brings 
together the best of Brassai’s images from the classic col- 
lections, Paris After Dark and The Secret Paris of the 1930s, 
along with unpublished photographs and archival material. 
Born Gyala Halász in Brasow, Hungary, in 1899 (d. 1984), 
Brassai came to Paris in 1924, working as a journalist be- 
fore delving into Paris's night secrets. Henry Miller, in an 
essay on the photographer, called him “the Eye of Paris," 
while Brassaï himself said, “I became a photographer so 
that I could capture Paris by night." Essays by Aubenas 
and Bajac, noted print and photographic curators-the for- 
mer at the Bibliothéque Nationale of France, the latter at 
the Museum of Modern art-put Brassai's enormous body 
of work in perspective. Bil 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES PA. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


• Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 
* Second Parent Adoption e Wills & Trusts 

• Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MIN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 
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RIDE REVIEW 


Acura MDX 


When the world throws a lot of stress in 
your face, you simply need some luxury in 
your life. 

This is life. A job that pays fine, but not 
without a few contingencies to make things 
interesting. There are weather patterns that 
frustrate you, people who irritate you, despite 
their friendship or connection and so forth. 

But, life should not have to hold us down. 
It should be celebrated. When you celebrate 
life, the joy of everything around you be- 
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BY RANDY STERN 


comes clearer. Thus, you need a little luxury 
to uplift you. 

What kind of luxury do you want? Maybe it 
is a pair of jeans from a designer. An upgraded 
seat on a plane or at a sporting event would 
do. Perhaps driving something that is indeed 
luxurious – preferably from a premium brand. 

In this case, Acura provided the luxury 
with its redone version of its three-row cross- 
over, the MDX. 

What the MDX represents is attainable 


PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


luxury. Acura always had a sporty side, but 
the brand delivers on its promise of luxury 
with swaths of leather and appropriate up- 
grades that drew customers away from the 
standard bearers back in 1986. In this top- 
shelf Advance package with additional equip- 
ment comprising the Entertainment pack- 
age, you might say that the standard bearers 
may have been put on notice again. 

Itstarts off with the changes outside. One 
may think that Acura had supersized the 


= 


RIDE REVIEW 


nimble brand-leading RDX crossover; there 
are plenty of cues from that and the flagship 
RLX sedan on the new MDX. The Jewel-Eye 
headlights not only give some fabulousness 
to the front end, they emit some of the best 
lighting in its class. 

The overall shape is uncomplicated and 
familiar. The shield grille gets some serious 
updating, while the side greenhouse follows 
brand convention with its rear quarter tri- 
angular glass. The doors are large, though 
the rears could open a bit wider to accom- 
modate the third row. Finishing the look is 
a set of nineteen-inch alloys shod with Mi- 
chelin Latitude tires. 

The luxury really comes into play once 
you open up the doors to the MDX. The hides 
used for their top trim are both soft and com- 
fortable. They are draped over some of best 
two rows of seats ever experienced in its class. 
Front seats are huge and supportive. They 
provide a throne-like experience to survey the 
road ahead. Rear seats are thick and comfort- 
able – the best amongst second-row seating in 
its class. There is more than enough room for 
adults of all sizes behind the driver, which is 
also achieved with adjustments for legroom at 
the cushion. There is a third row, but it is only 
recommended for children. 

Most premium brands go over the top 
with instrumentation, controls, and décor. 
The MDX takes a straightforward approach 
to its cabin design. Two big dials for the ta- 
chometer and speedometer are flanked by 
the fuel and temp gauges, meeting in the 
middle for a switchable screen featuring the 
trip, vehicle, and fuel consumption readouts. 
Switches are comprehensive, easy to oper- 
ate, and good to the touch. The center stack 
shows Acura/Honda’s two-screen set up with 
a static screen up top and a touch version be- 
low. They may seem intimidating and redun- 
dant at first, but once you set these screens 
up accordingly, they work perfectly for the 
necessary infotainment options you need. 

For the audiophile, Acura’s ELS Studio 
system offers 12 speakers of fine sound. 
There are plenty of choices for audio from 


iPod/iPhone integration, Bluetooth connec- 
tivity for phone and music, and application 
sync-ups with Aha. The latter is courtesy of 
Acura Link, an expanded suite of infotain- 
ment and telematic connectivity. The Enter- 
tainment package adds a wide video screen 
for rear seat passengers, including head- 
phones to keep them occupied. 

The corporate 3.5liter V6 is shrouded un- 
der the hood by Acura’s cladding to reduce 
noise and vibration. It is a well-behaved mo- 
tor spewing 295 horsepower and 267 pound- 
feet of torque designed to motivate 4,332 
pounds of three-row crossover. Through a 
six-speed automatic transmission, the V6 
responds extremely well to the throttle and 
matches revs with gears all the way to cruis- 
ing at around 1500RPM at highway speed. 
This driveline is also poised when dealing 
with less than ideal traffic patterns – includ- 
ing icy roads where traffic becomes very 
cautious on these surfaces. 

Considering the extreme conditions the 
MDX had to endure, one feature stood out 
above everything else. This model has per- 
haps one of the best all-wheel drive systems 
amongst premium automotive brands – SH- 
AWD. Translated as “Super Handling All 
Wheel Drive,” the term is properly apt. The 
system provides grip to slipping wheels by 
ensuring that the power goes right directly 
them in a well-balanced manner. 

It is one thing to explain how it works; it is 
another to actually feel it work. A good AWD 
system “bites” into bad surfaces. The SH- 
AWD does a superb job doing exactly that. If 
you control the throttle to let the engine and 
transmission do the pulling, the SH-AWD 
ensures the MDX stays on poor surfaces 
without hesitation or failure. When you lose 
traction or find yourself not completing a 
turn on these surfaces, a combination of the 
SH-AWD and Traction Control systems does 
a nice job gathering the MDX up and com- 
posing back onto the road. 

The suspension is well balanced – it nei- 
ther too soft nor too hard. Drive over road im- 
perfections, and it will remind you as to why 


the roads are not doing too well this winter. 
Potholes will not destroy the MDX’s gait and 
motivation. There is minimal roll through 
the corners, which is good when presented 
with a full load of passengers. Steering is well 
weighted through a rather large steering 
wheel. Turning the MDX provides no delay 
in reaction and responds quite well. 

Braking is actually quite good – even when 
you engage the anti-lock system in the snow 
and ice. Pre-braking helps to maintain a sure 
stop at intersections. Otherwise, these brakes 
are excellent on regular and panic stops. Ped- 
al feel and action are pretty quick just when 
you need it. The Advance package adds some 
great active safety features – such as adaptive 
cruise control, lane departure warning and 
collision mitigation system – to keep the MDX 
on the road through any conditions. 

Acura claims an average of 21MPG on 
SH-AWD models. This is achievable if the 
weather were warmer and the roads were 
clear. Extreme winter conditions did put a 
damper on the fuel consumption average 
weighing in at 17.3MPG. The high consump- 
tion average was up to 19.3MPG before the 
snow, ice, and temperature drop blew things 
out of proportion. 

The MDX lineup starts off at $43,185, just 
about where most threerow mainstream 
competitors top off price-wise. Keep in mind 
that this price is only for the front-drive model. 
Adding the SH-AWD brings the price up an- 
other couple of grand. However, this tester is 
at the top of the range with the Advance and 
Entertainment packages, totaling at $57,400. 

For that kind of money, you expect to 
have a stress-free environment that is calm- 
ing and manages to get you to Point B with- 
out any drama. You want an easy-to-use, con- 
venient, and capable vehicle to drive through 
anything – Polar Vortex or not. You also want 
space to carry four adults – or a younger fam- 
ily of six – in high luxury and style. 

All of this sums up the Acura MDX. It 
is good where you need it to be. It is great 
where you expect it to be. Perhaps that is 
more than enough reason to consider it. Ш 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Oasis 


My day job involves running a Twin Cities nonprofit that helps 
low-income (read: poor) people connect with lawyers and legal re- 
sources. Recently, our accomplishments were featured in a local 
newspaper article that quoted me repeatedly. 

Nowhere in the article is there any reference to me being transgen- 
der. When I later asked the reporter if she was even aware of my gen- 
der variant status, she answered, "yes." She then added that it wasn't 
relevant to the story about my nonprofit and thus she didn't include it. 

My reaction: We've come a long way, baby! 

At least in the Twin Cities and Minnesota. Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
and Minnesota each have laws which prohibit discrimination because 
of someone's race, ethnicity, sex, gender, and all the other usual char- 
acteristics that make people different. Additionally, they've made it 
illegal to discriminate on the basis of gender identity and sexual ori- 
entation—two boxes that I'd check in a Lady Gaga second. 

In other words, I live in an oasis with a capital “О.” Yes, it’s also the 
land of Ten Thousand Snowmen, but it's an Oasis nonetheless. 

Given the breadth of freedom here, it's easy to forget about the 
other forty-nine states. Every day, I interact with successful gay and 
lesbian people—legislators, company owners, doctors, lawyers, and 
entrepreneurs. It's nothing to hear about another man's *hubby" or to 
see a lesbian gleefully sharing her daughter's baby picture. 

There are at least three area nonprofits that are dedicated to trans- 
gender health— physical and emotional. There's even a bar that trans 
folk have claimed as their own. 

I'm also living proof that it's not only possible to survive as an 
“ош” trans person, but actually thrive. My nonprofit job takes me 
into the bastions of traditional older white male privilege—law firms, 
the judiciary, and corporate America. Most of the people I encounter 
have never knowingly interacted with a transgender person before 
me. In nearly thirty months on the job, I can honestly count on three 
fingers the number of times someone's used the wrong pronoun. 

What makes this even more remarkable is that while I look like 
a fairly attractive middle-aged woman (we call that “passing”), I can't 
get rid of my darn man-voice. Thus, as I’m apt to admit, I’m only “98 
percent passable." 

Still, that doesn't seem to matter to the people who deal with me. 

On occasion, I talk to groups about living as a trans person. I re- 
cently presented to a large national employer that's headquartered in 
Minneapolis with a branch office in, of all places, Montana. 


After reminding the audience that transgender people have legal 
protection in only eighteen states (including the District of Columbia), 
I offered a hypothetical: what if I worked for the employer and was 
such a good team member that the employer wanted to transfer me to 
Montana to head that office? I then asked the audience to consider that 
I wasn't "legal" in Montana—without a city or state law to protect trans 
people like me, a landlord could legally deny me housing; an insurance 
agent could legitimately refuse to offer me car insurance; and the local 
gynecologist could safely deem me too exotic to treat. 

In other words, someone in power could say, “I don't like who or 
what you are and I'm not going to do business with your kind." 

Тће audience members registered shock. Their collective reac- 
tion: Really? Such discrimination—and attendant hatred—are pos- 
sible today? And absolutely legal? 

My answer: Yup. They sure are. 

With this year's brutal winter, Гуе given thought to moving some- 
where warm. 

Тће problem? 

Nowhere south of the Mason-Dixon Line is there a state with laws 
that protect transgender people. Why would I ever want to move from 
somewhere that protects me to a place that doesn't? To a place where 
hating me is legal? 

A year and a half ago, Vice President Biden called the push for 
transgender equality "the civil rights issue of our time." Incremental- 
ly, we trans people are acquiring rights and protections. I'm confident 
that in twenty years, we'll be talking about how most states, if not all, 
protect transgender folk. 

That’s twenty years from now. I may not be around then, but oth- 
ers will be. 

As we collectively march toward the goal of legal equality, please share 
with your family, friends, and most importantly, employers, about how it's 
still possible for a landlord to deny housing to a trans person in most of the 
United States. It's not right nor is it fair—most people readily understand 
this, regardless of where they stand on the gender spectrum. 

As for me, ГП stick it out in the Oasis despite the snow, ice, and 
subzero temps. That's way better than being kicked out of a warm- 
weather apartment because I sound like a dude. m 


Ellie Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and 
Gender Change. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail.com 


Helping you work toward financial success 
PATRICIA JONES, helping you create and execute a sound financial plan 


based on your unique core values and goals. 


Retirement Planning e Estate Planning е Insurance Planning 
Asset Management e Investment/Insurance Workshops 


JONES FINANCIAL GROUP 
main 612.326.1800 email patricia.jones @lpl.com 


LAVENDE 


Like us on & 


facebook. 


_… 4748 Chicago Ave. S. • Minneapolis • www.myjonesfinancial.com 
X Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, а Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 


58 | LAVENDER | APRIL 3-16, 2014 


THE 5НОР5 АТ WEST END 
www.theshopsatwestend.com 
394 & 100 


Your financial needs are unique. 


What a difference a year makes. Now, more than ever, you may 
benefit from professional financial advice and retirement planning. 
Learn how I can help you plan for your goals and put your dreams 
more within reach. 


Call me today at 952.857.1234 to get started. 


CHRISTOPHER D. BENTLEY, MBA, СЕР" 
Financial Advisor • Vice President 


7601 France Ave South, Ste 300 

Edina, MN 55435 

952.857.1234 
christopher.bentley@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/christopher.bentley 


BREST Ameriprise D, 


Financial 


Ameriprise Financial is proud to be recognized with another perfect 
score оп the Human Rights Campaign's Corporate Equality Index. 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing GLBT Support Group for individuals with 
disabilities who also identify as GLBT. Contact us for more information today! 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
530 N. Robert St. • St. Paul, MN 55101 • (651) 646-8342 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before А 


НЕ -2 7 


» Y 
ый! 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #BC378021 
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ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


DERMATOLOGY 


HOME SERVICES 


Struggling with 
Addiction? 


Brighten your future — 


Contact us today. PRI RIDE 
800-934-7554 = 


www.pride-institute.com ны 


AUTO БЕРДІН 4 SERVICE 


(HAGENS 2222. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
АП Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls — ees 
(612) 872-6671 = 


MU met 


vu 8 
АЕ 


We Have FREE Loaners 
3920!Nicollet-Ave-- Minneapolis 


(612) 823-7257 
www:mulroysbodyshop:com 


uptown 
ieee Ра 


Education 
e 


Experience 
• 


we OP Excellence 


ШШШ with a smile. 
cds Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


BARBERS 


Barbers f 
on ; 


А New Fashioned Barbershop , 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 + Minneapolis (7 Ж =). 
BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Advertise your business in 


qM) THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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% Garden of Eva, Tuc. 
NM See the Beautiful 
Spring Flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


HOME SERVICES 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 
dcooling.com 


upto 


SHEE EFP 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ө carpentry & remodeling 
• painting & repairs 
• other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ІБА Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


НОМЕСАКЕ 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


slwilliams04@yahoo.com 
www.slwbuilders.com 
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INSURANCE 


REAL ESTATE 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


BJORN WENDORFF 
INDEPENDENT AGENT 


612-237-8371 ^» 


BWENDORFF@MILLERHARTWIG.COM 


AUTO : LIFE 
HOME : BUSINESS 


REPRESENTING MORE THAN 15 
PREFERRED INSURANCE COMPANIES 


Ма Milter-Hartwig n 
Ы 


Chris Мау 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Мау Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


LÀ 


FARMERS 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR 


ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


"Because Our Pets are Family 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie ins 
Dr. Christy Hutchins 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. == -7 
651-487-3712 • pee па OG 


” 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, P.A. 
Licensed Psychologist 


Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Lynn 
Koccom 


EDINA REALTY mom 


612•834• 2300 > 
lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


ғғ 


4/0 ~ 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


On 612.827.9537 


cu 


Сау Re mm -state - Instant Access to the Nations 

аж .— Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors. 
f t Find Your Perfect Agent Online: © 

www.GayRealEstate.com 


Knowledge • Honesty • Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS «wu 


651-407-7864 «vy 
оф, > Ф Омот 7; 


Free Consultation + RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


| 
ay EVOLVE 


SEGWAY 


Advertise your business in 


<Ÿ) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Just For Me Spa in Historic Stillwater 


Our Spacious Spa & Salon Is 
Perfect For Couples' Getaways, 
Bridal Parties, Weddings, 
Reunions, Corporate Outings 
+ 
Unique Spa Homes for 
Overnight Stays 


952LIMOBUS.com 
952-546-6287 
fb.com/PartyBusMN 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


7 

Available on the 

0 App Store 
y 4 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes aré trademarks of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. iPad is a trademark 
of Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple'lnc 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.LF.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 


advocacy. 
2021 E. lienne in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

2 373-А105 (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
раде/рагк house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 
"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 
designing the wedding of your 


reams. 
175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
St. Paul, MN 45102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build and partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


е 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small. 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 


GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for GLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. Тћеу ге located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 Зга Ауе. 5. 

Minneapolis, ММ 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and evenfs that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging humon issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence, 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(812) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and non 

performing arts and educationa 

programs fhat enrich diverse 
udiences. 


345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, an 

supportive performance 

opportunities for female, trans and 

gender non-conforming folks. 
115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 

Minneapolis, MN 55416 

jenny@sherocksherock.com 

www.sherocksherock.com 
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Theater Гане Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 

Pedini Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Sie. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 


St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 

Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Ка.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 
Richfield United Methodist 


urch 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


programs and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 

A covenant network congregation, 

working toward a church as 
enerous and just as God's grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
erly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 

organization committed to providing 

companionship for isolated seniors 

in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/3 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

Wackend away. Historie Gwe 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Со Events. Weddings. д Я 

РО Вох 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651] 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651):351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and REE Parking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
rom the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


2005 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Bid. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 63 


OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Swedish Sex Pona 


Ever since I got a hot tub, my friends have 
wrongly assumed that I want to see them na- 
ked. When I have a party, they immediately 
flock to the deck and begin disrobing. 

"Stop this at once!" I cry, watching in des- 
peration as a stew of middle-age flesh bobs 
in the water like a tub full of peeled potatoes. 
“Don’t you people own bathing suits?” 

They respond in one of two ways: Some 
hoist their breasts like pistols and pretend 
to shoot me with them. (Me! Their host- 
ess, who has spent all afternoon preparing a 
baked ham and scalloped potatoes.) Or they 
coolly remind me that being naked in public 
is perfectly acceptable behavior “їп Europe." 

*Well, this is the American Middle West," 
I remind them. *Not some Swedish public 
sex pond." 

Ireally love my hot tub. I love it more than 
Ilove most of my friends. I love it so much 
that I built a large room around it with floor 
to ceiling windows so I can use the tub year 
'round. When I come home from work, I slip 
into it with a glass of wine and gaze into my 
yard at the birds flocking around the feeders 
and my dogs romping after squirrels. It's so 
bucolic, pure and peaceful. 

But then other people enter the picture 
and it turns into a scene from a 1970's swing- 
ers party. АП that's missing is a Mantovani 
record on the turntable and a bottle of Cold 
Duck chilling in the foreground. 

“Join us, you prude!” they taunt from the 
water, wiggling their pruney fingers in ghast- 
ly invitation. ^We won't touch you. Promise." 

Thankfully, at this point, they are mostly 
submerged to their necks. Their flesh is 
backlit by the tub's underwater green light, 
making it appear somewhat supernatural. I 
can imagine that they are merely disembod- 
ied heads propped up by alien protoplasm. 


But as the wine bottles are drained and 
someone uses the word "slippery" to explain 
why she no longer has control of some body 
part, I know the mood is about to turn kit- 
tenish. 

Women whose breasts have lived a nun- 
nish existence of modesty and constraint are 
now being carelessly flung about like socks 
filled with Jello. Inevitably, someone smacks 
someone else in the face with a breast. After 
that, things devolve along a predictably dis- 
turbing path. 

I retreat to the kitchen to busy myself 
with an incredibly intricate dessert recipe 
that will remove me from the horror show 
playing out on my back deck. I think of my 
former handyman, who lived in a nudist com- 
munity with his wife. He preached the ben- 
efits of a clothesless life so enthusiastically 
that I decided to give it a try. I lived naked for 
one day. I did my housework, watched TV, 
cooked, and even ventured into my fenced 
yard to feed the birds. And, I must admit, 
the summer breeze gave me a naughty thrill 
as it slid across my flesh. But, mostly, living 
naked didn't make me feel free. It made me 
feel cold and slightly stupid. And it seemed 
to depress my dogs. 

Ikeep the hot tub at its warmest setting. I 
do this because a.) I like hot water and b.) it 
tends to overheat people quickly, especially 
when they're vigorously tossing around their 
breasts. It's not long before my friends climb 
out of the tub and back into their clothes. 

They join me in the kitchen, chatting 
happily about recipes and work problems. 
Тһе conversation is so mundane it's hard to 
believe they've ever seen each other naked. 
Тһе only evidence to the contrary are the 
damp spots on their clothes and the steam 
fogging over the deck's windows. ш 


SPORTS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 48 


tain since 1994, and is currently presi- 
dent of the Hump Day League, says the 
leagues support the GLBT community 
by offering an activity that just about any- 
one, with any skill level can join. *Bowl- 
ing is the common denominator and 
creates an opportunity for LGBT and 
non-LGBT people to get to know each 
other. It's also just a nice way of getting 
to know new people, regardless of orien- 
tation, and to network, whether for fun 
or professional reasons. Our leagues are 
held in gay-friendly locations, where the 
staff members are respectful and friend- 
ly; where we are free to be who we are." 

Sipping my beer, listening to the clash 
of the pins, and the laughter, it's clear 
that everyone is having a great time, 
and the atmosphere is non-intimidating 
апа jovial. Laura agrees and tells me the 
story ofthe guy whose bowling style con- 
sists of swigging his beer, rolling the ball, 
and turning to finish the beer before his 
ball hits the pins. 

She points to the staff member at the 
desk. "You know, if I need all 10 pins re- 
set on my lane, and I’m close enough to 
the front desk to get Mark's attention, I 
wave at him and swipe my hand across 
my fairly supple breast area, indicating to 
him that I need a “full rack.” 

I'm pretty convinced by now that even 
though I'm a terrible bowler, I'd enjoy 
being a part of one of these leagues, but 
I have one final question. I've noticed 
many bowlers wearing strange wrist 
braces, and am wondering what they're 
for. Laura has my answer: 

“They are wrist supports, used to 
keep the bowler's wrist from moving or 
tiling too much during delivery of the 
ball. I don't use one...looks too compli- 
cated to me with all of the straps and di- 
als! Гуе suggested making them battery 
operated and using them for other fun 
stuff....just sayin.” 

Pretty sure I get what she's sayin' and 
pretty sure ГІ be a more frequent attend- 
ee at bowling nights. m 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market 
• Next sale: PARIS APARTMENT - APR. 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Wed. 1-7рт, Thur.-Fri. 
10am-7pm,  Sat.-Sun,  10am-ópm • 
4304 Chicago Ave. 5., Minneapolis, ММ. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted 
Best Thai Food Twin Cities. Located 
4oth/Central Northeast. Experience 
true flavors of Thailand with savory 
Thai curries and fresh made stir-fries. 
www.thebestthaifood.com, facebook.com/ 
royalorchidmn. (763)789-9999. 


THERAPEAUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


Thomas Joseph Kane 


Age 64 of 
Minneapolis, went 
to be with the Lord 
on March 22, 2014. 
Proceeded in death 
by parents, Joseph 
and Lorraine 

Kane. Survived by 
sisters and brother, 
Mary Lehtola 
(Craig), Kathy 
Halseth, Barb Yaeger (Егіс) and Patrick 
Kane (Kim]; as well as many nieces and 
nephews: Eric, Dan, Tina, Kevin, Kelly, 
Joe, Lindsey, Ryan, Andreya and Bailey. He 
was a wonderful brother, uncle, friend and 
servant of God. He will be remembered 
for his love of cooking, his humor, his 
music and his many giving ways. In honor 
of Tom, a Celebration of Life will be held 
at Cathedral of St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church on Friday, April 11 at 4:00pm 

with a reception following. Visitation one 
hour prior to service. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials preferred to St. Mark's Choir. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Flashes of Light 


I don't know how old I am. Maybe three. 
I'm sitting on shaggy carpet in a dark bed- 
room. Light pours over me from a bath- 
room. My mom and dad are there, arguing. 
She's backed up against a wall. His hands 
are pressed flat on either side of her. He's 
screaming. She's screaming. About me. And 
then, nothing. 

'This is my first memory. 

I don't remember ever living with my 
father. He moved to Mississippi when I was 
young to work in security for a company that 
employed small cruise ships for daytime 
gambling targeted at senior citizens. My 
mom divorced him before I knew what “di- 
vorce" meant. 

I hated when he visited. He was un- 
like me in every way: a 64" former Spe- 
cial Forces operative with a Terminator 
build and a macho persona to match. He 
criticized my mother because she spoiled 
me and let me “act like a sissy.” He com- 
pared me to his other sons, who were, to 
me, as tall and as macho as he was. I was 
the youngest, the shortest, the weakest, 
and the biggest disappointment. My mom 
defended me. I was her Pooh Bear, and she 
allowed me to be myself. She kept me from 
him as much as she could. 

Inever had any want to make him proud. 
I knew that was futile. But I felt like I had to 
impress him nonetheless, if only because I 
was afraid, of what, I don't know... 

It's May 20, 1998. I’m 11 years old. 

Im sitting with my family in a small hos- 
pital waiting room. The room is spectacu- 


lar because it looks like it's actually trying 
to feel generic—fake wood paneling on the 
walls, dusty rubber plants in the corners, 
Kmart-framed paintings of pastel flowers. 

There is only my family in this room, 
about seven or eight of us. There's no 
room for anyone else. А man in a brown 
suit escorted us here from the ER waiting 
room. I thought he was taking us back to 
see my mom. 

Earlier that night my mom was on the 
couch and had something like a seizure. Her 
body contorted. She moaned as if she were 
in horrible pain. I threw my arms around 
her and made her promise me she'd be okay. 
She turned blue and stopped moving. An 
ambulance came and swept her away. Now 
we're here, waiting. 

Тһе man in the brown suit reenters the 
room. 

Fast-forward ten minutes and we're all 
in tears. My grandmother makes noises I 
haven't heard before, a mix of screaming 
and sobbing. I’m dizzy. Тһе Kleenex can't 
go around fast enough. Everyone is hugging 
me, crying, telling me they love me. 

Mom is dead. 

Someone in the family calls my father. 
They tell him Mom’s passed away and they 
hand the phone to me. 

“Scooter,” my dad calls me by my nick- 
name. 

“Hi Daddy.” 

His voice is unemotional. “You’re coming 
to live with me.” 

What? No, no, no. 


Ive just learned my mom is dead. And 
now this. Unthinkably insensitive. 

My mind jumps back and forth between 
my mom jerking around on the couch, strug- 
gling for air, and me in a football helmet try- 
ing to make my dad proud. "You're gonna be 
a man, son," I can hear him say. He'll force 
me away from doing anything I want to do— 
no more playing dress up, no more bedtime 
stories, kisses on my forehead, or the smell 
of Mom's perfume. ГЇЇ be a prisoner to his 
idea of masculinity. 

I want to cower behind my Mom and cry. 
Please, god, no. No, no, no. 

I take the phone away from my face. I 
want to throw up. I whisper, terrified, to 
my grandmother, “Daddy said I have to live 
with him." 

My grandmother takes the phone and 
clears her throat. 

“Now, Jerry," she says, *He's going to 
stay right where he is." Her voice goes mute. 
Everything does. I see everyone around me 
writhing in pain but I can't hear them. Is this 
really happening? 

Flash: Mom on the couch, moaning. 
Flash: Mom holding me in a rocking chair, 
singing to me. Flash: Dad yelling at me to 
“тап up." Flash: Dad forcing me into foot- 
ball pads, happy that he can finally make a 
man of me. 

Flash: I’m on a shaggy carpet, watch- 
ing them argue. They're fighting about me. 
About who gets to keep me... 

Imoved in with my grandmother the next 
day. ш 
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Supporting those with conviction as a proud partner of 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 
€2014 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


